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When I returned at the beginning of March from my
month in the sun I was thrilled to discover that work to
refurbish Oakwood Clock, which marks the entry to our
Park, can now go ahead thanks to a grant from The
Heritage Lottery Fund.   Having the grant is a major
coupe for us, bearing in mind the vast number of other
projects all vying for the same pot of money. I'm afraid,
however, that we still need to continue raising money if
we want to improve the area immediately around the
Clock as well as the Clock itself. Various fundraising
activities are already planned and we will let you know
about these as they arise.

It looks like 2014 will also see other key improvements
to our Park. Work on the tennis courts will start in late
April so that by the summer we should have wonderful
new courts. It's a pity that the work will cut into the start
of the tennis season but it should be worth it.

We are also informed that work is planned to make sure
that the fountains in Canal Gardens will once more
function and will no longer sit at the crazy angle they are
currently at! (I certainly hope so, as I keep receiving
messages via our Friends of Roundhay Park Facebook
Page asking what's the matter with them!). I am told that
the cause of the problem is a leak in the canal which is
very complex and expensive to fix, so an alternative
solution of new fountains and/or pump, which work at
a lower water level, is the way forward at the moment.

On the subject of our Facebook Page, if you've not
already looked at it, please do so. In my absence during
February, Malcolm Jarvis has been maintaining the page
and is continuing to do so on a regular basis. Malcolm is
doing a wonderful job and the pictures he has posted
have attracted very wide attention. His pictures include
lovely shots of the wildlife, plants, scenery and, of
course, some of our working parties – including our first
litter pick of this year which took place on 17 March and
was attended by 19 people!

Our litter picks last year were a great success and this
year has also started with a bang – clearing a very
impressive number of bags of rubbish. Park visitors who
happen to see our litter pickers never fail to express their
gratitude for all the hard work being done. Many thanks
to all involved in litter picking and to Bob Reid for co-
ordinating the sessions.

To help with the litter problem Bob has identified a
number of areas in the Park where additional bins would
be helpful. We hope that at least some of these will see
new bins installed in the very near future.

Hope you have been enjoying this years wonderful
display of spring flowers.

Julia Wilson

As FoRP members, many of us give our time and effort willingly to
help make the Park a beautiful place for the enjoyment of all.  In
working parties alone, we provide at least 60 hours of labour per
month, and this does not include the many hours working along-
side corporate volunteers, or all the work of the Friends Garden
group, or the litter picking.  Neither does this include all the essen-
tial administration and time spent on non-working party activities.
We help to improve the Park in many ways e.g. purchasing plants,
bulbs and trees, and planting them, using tools we have bought
ourselves.  We maintain the Friends Garden, and this volunteer
group has also been supporting hard-pressed park staff by helping
out with weeding and other tasks in other parts of Canal Gardens
and the old rose garden.  We also use our voice to pressure for oth-
er improvements e.g. for the tennis courts, first by securing free
coaching sessions, and later influencing the decision to use Section
106 sports funding for refurbishing work on the courts which will
commence in April.

FoRP’s commitment to the Park is unwavering.  However, we are
concerned about the growing impact of budget cuts on the Park.
These cuts mean that we have less park staff employed by the
council to do the essential work, and they are not being replaced as
they retire.

Council spending cuts have brought a number of significant
threats, including:
·  Lack of staff and funding for ongoing maintenance tasks e.g.

painting and cleaning of benches and shelters.  FoRP members
can help with painting, but it is NOT our role to buy the paint!

·  Other important maintenance or clearance tasks e.g. removal
of the large fallen tree which has lain in Waterloo Lake for well
over a year, the progressive silting up of the top end of Water-
loo Lake (which requires dredging), and the path around Wa-
terloo Lake, which has become progressively more wet and
muddy for extended periods, making it almost un-walkable for
visitors not wearing waterproof boots, and a disaster for peo-
ple pushing children in buggies.

There will always be matters requiring attention e.g. the broken
main spindle in the waterwheel in the Specialist Gardens, and the
fountain near the FoRP garden, currently empty and awaiting
cleaning and repainting for the summer.  All of these things in-
crease the demands on park staff.  We do understand that the dedi-
cated park team, and their management are as upset as we are when
they see that things are not kept to the high standard we would ex-
pect of ‘the Premier Park in Leeds’ and the largest urban park in
Europe.  We appreciate all the efforts of park staff and manage-
ment in doing the best they can in such difficult times.  But we all
want to see improvement.  Roundhay Park attracts visitors from all
over the country and has many overseas visitors.  It is a major tour-
ist attraction, and community asset for the city of Leeds.  It de-
serves more support from Leeds City Council, and we must keep
the pressure on to reverse this downward trend.

The editors welcome suggestions from members about how our
wonderful Park can be maintained and improved through this time
of austerity.
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L to R Lew Hoad, Tony Trabert, Ken Rosewall, Pancho Segura

Saved!
Oakwood Clock wins
Heritage Lottery
Support
We are delighted to report that the bid submitted by the Oak-
wood Traders and Residents Association to the Heritage Lottery
Fund has been successful, and a grant of £100,000 has been
made available.  This funding, combined with all the other mon-
ey raised through donations and fund-raising activities, means
the restoration of Oakwood Clock can go ahead.  The official
press release said:

“The Oakwood Traders and Residents Association (OTRA) have received
£100,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and are celebrating today after
hearing the news that the refurbishment of the beloved Oakwood Clock can now go
ahead.  The Oakwood Clock has been an iconic feature in Oakwood for just over
100 years - ever since it was moved from Leeds City Market. Originally it served as
a tram shelter but since the demise of the trams has been a meeting place, provided
shelter and somewhere to sit for generations of people visiting Oakwood.  It is a well
loved landmark for local people and for those visiting Oakwood and Roundhay
Park.

In recent years, the Clock has fallen into disrepair and was in danger of getting into
such a state that it would have to be removed for safety’s sake. In 2012, a group of
concerned local residents and business owners got together to see what they could do
to save the clock. Now as a result of a lot of hard work and the generosity of many
people it will be preserved for the enjoyment of future generations.

HLF awarded a grant of £100,000 for the restoration of the Oakwood
Clock and to deliver an oral history project, led by OTRA in partnership
with the local history group of the University of the Third Age and pupils
from Roundhay School............
Fiona Spiers, Head of the Heritage Lottery Fund Yorkshire and the Humber said:
“This project will rejuvenate a much loved local landmark, bringing it back to the
heart of the community for everyone to use and enjoy. By sharing people’s memories
and stories of the clock it’s fascinating history will be revealed to a new generation.”

(The full press release can be found at
www.oakwoodclock.co.uk)

Our congratulations and thanks go to all those who
contributed towards this successful bid and tremen-
dous fund-raising effort.  We are proud that the
Friends of Roundhay Park have played their part in
this success.

As part of the history project, stories about the clock
will be collected.  These may form part of the con-
tents of a time capsule which will be buried at the
base of the Clock when it has been restored.  The
time capsule will be dug up on the bi-centenary of the
Clock moving to Oakwood (on Oakwood Day 2112).
The Oakwood Traders and Residents Association
would like ideas for what might be appropriate to in-
clude in the time capsule – and possibly the articles
themselves.

All ideas, and instructions as to where accepted arti-
cles may be collected, should be sent to Iain MacNiv-
en at imacniven@msn.com. The closing date for
ideas and articles will be 30 September 2014.

Current state of the clock
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The Friends of Roundhay Park now have a photo-
graphic record of some 42 species of trees in the Park.
The trees in question are some of those in the lawned
area between the Mansion and the Roundhay Fox.  The
document records each of the trees by location, in all
seasons and includes close up pictures of leaves, flow-
ers, fruits etc.  The book runs to over 200 pages and is
intended to be a snapshot in time which will act as both
a contemporary, and eventually as an historical record.
In fact, one of the trees photographed has already suc-
cumbed to disease and been removed.
The original idea for this project came from Estate
Manager, John Roebuck who would have liked to un-
dertake it himself, but simply didn’t have the time.  He
suggested that it might be of interest to FoRP members.

Cecily Jarvis and Helen Hodgart fronted the project,
identifying the trees and mapping their locations  and a
group of keen photographers from FoRP’s membership
carried out the photographic work.  Incidentally, it was
as we accrued photographs, the idea of the Tree Trail
was born.

Finally, all the images needed were completed and these
have been brought together into the finished record.
The next step is for FoRP’s Committee to consider how
best to make this document more widely available.

If there is sufficient interest from members and the public at
large, we might consider making this available for purchase, and
the more interest there is, the cheaper the production cost will
be.

The first printed draft of the book will be available for inspection
at FoRP lectures and the upcoming FoRP meetings – or call
David Binns on 0113-293-2893 if you are interested in seeing it.

Cecily Jarvis

Golden Alder Fruits

Hawthorn   - May Blossom

Red Oak  -  November
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Definitely not ducks.....

Following on from our last edition and references to black birds visiting the
lakes – the cormorant is an occasional visitor.  A few of  these birds have been
seen on Waterloo Lake between January and March this year.  The bird on the
left is a bit of a mystery – must be a cormorant (?) but there is a lot of white on
its head (cormorants are usually almost all black with just a little white on the
face).  According to the ‘Birds of Britain and Europe’,  “Many older birds especially
of continental or North African races have head and neck predominantly white in breeding
season”. Perhaps the bird on the left is either very old or very lost?

Thanks to Bob Reid for the photograph – taken on 6 March

5

Anyone walking around Canal Gardens
is sure to notice the special and de-
lightful corner which is the ‘Friends
Garden’.  On behalf of all FoRP mem-
bers we would like to say a big ‘thank
you’ to the Friends Garden Volunteers
who meet regularly to work on this
garden and make it so special.  At the
end of February, Cecily Jarvis sent us
the following item, which includes ad-
vice for anyone who would like to join
this heroic band of volunteers.

On Tuesday February 25, the Friends Garden
volunteers arrived to bring the garden out of its
winter sleep. After such a wet winter, there is lots
to do but already crocus and snowdrops are flower-
ing and the daffodils are not far behind. The
Friends Garden group meet on Tuesday mornings
at 10.00 am. Tools can be provided as needed
along with coffee and biscuits.

Cecily Jarvis

Thanks to Cecily also for the photographs.

Friends Garden - May 2013

Volunteers at work - led by Judith Rothenberg

 Friends Garden - March 2013
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Thomas Nicholson, the founder
of Roundhay Park as we know it
today, made a fortune from
merchant shipping, banking and
as an underwriter for Lloyds.
According to Charles Mills, a
former employee of the
Nicholson family and whose
father had served them before
him as butler, Thomas ‘used to
say that he had made his money
out of water
and he was
going to have
water round
him.’

Newspaper
accounts in the
Leeds Mercury
in 1811 suggest
another reason
for Thomas’s
enthusiasm for
water. He is
reported to
have been
fishing a ‘fish-
pond’ below the
castle on two
separate days.
Thomas was an
angler.

Firstly, this
report is a
surprise as it
tells us that the
castle in the
Park existed in 1811 when it is
usually considered to have been
built in about 1820. There was no
Roundhay Park Mansion in 1811
so perhaps Thomas had the
castle built as a daytime refuge or
base for his wife, himself and
their beloved niece Hannah,
whom they had virtually adopted
after Thomas’s brother died. It
was on the spot for his fishing

and he would not be far from the ladies
if they did not wish to venture out.

Apparently, before Leeds Corporation
took over the castle it was much more
functional than it is now. Charles Mills
said there was a wooden roof on it and
luncheon was served there ‘when
shooting parties were out.’ Also he knew
that the daughters of the last squire of
Roundhay, William Nicholson, had tea

in an upper room where they ‘did their
sewing’ and from where they enjoyed the
beautiful view over the Waterloo Lake.

But where was this fish-pond below the
castle in 1811? There was no Waterloo
Lake then.

By the time Thomas died in 1821 there
were several stretches of water or
‘fishponds’ at Roundhay Park. There are
maps which show a lake or pond in the

Ravine between the Upper
and Waterloo Lakes, where
Thomas would probably have
been fishing in the newspaper
report of 1811. There is a
note some years after Thomas
died, stating it had been
turned into land for pasture.

So far as I know, no
information has come to light

as to when the Upper Lake
was constructed. There is no
mention of another lake in the
1811 newspaper report. This
may suggest it came into
being at about the same time
as the Waterloo Lake, a few
years later.

When the Park became public
property, one of the first
actions taken by the newly



formed committee for the Park management was to
set the fees and conditions for fishing the Lakes. Over
a decade later in 1887, disappointed at seeing little
improvement in the quality of the angling at the Park,
a deputation of anglers offered their suggestions to
improve the fishing to Alderman Scarr, the chairman
of the committee. But nothing happened quickly.

In 1889 the local angling clubs grouped together to
form the Leeds and District Amalgamated Society of
Anglers. Now they were a voice to be heard and in
1891 they successfully negotiated to take over the
management of the angling in the Park. The
arrangement was renewable on a yearly basis with the
Park Management Committee remaining in the
background, still potentially in control.

The anglers had ambitious plans. In particular they
declared their intention to erect fish hatcheries and
rearing ponds in the streams running into the lakes
and the water in Canal Gardens would also be used as
a rearing pond. When they were bigger, fish would be
released into the Park Lakes. Park Rangers and the
manager, Mr Beilby, (who was also an enthusiastic
angler) were enlisted to help protect the ova and the
young fish.
After the Upper Lake was emptied and the depth
reduced in 1893/94, the Society decided to stock it
with trout when it was refilled. They ordered 20,000

eyed ova of Loch Leven and American brook trout.
There are reports of visitors to Canal Gardens enjoying
the spectacle of the pond teeming with young fish.

The Society worked hard and spent most of the
revenue derived from the Park angling fees to
improving the fishing, including their cherished dream
of turning the Upper Lake into a trout fishery. Sadly
though, in the years following, the catches here were
less than satisfactory and in 1900 the Leeds Mercury
concluded that the venture had been a failure.

Then, not long afterwards, an angler caught a fine
Loch Leven trout of one and a half pounds using a
minnow as live bait. A few larger trout were apparently
ruining the fishing on the Upper Lake by dining on
smaller fry of their own species. The Leeds Mercury
reflected ruefully that the mature trout which had been
caught on the live minnow, ‘possibly … had consumed
a goodly number of its lesser brethren.’ It signalled a
disappointing end to an enterprising venture.

In the Ravine, there is a disused pond which I like to
believe may have been used as a hatchery and rearing
pond for trout during this activity in the late 1890s.
There is no evidence of pools here in the Ordnance
Survey (OS) map of 1893 but the Godfrey map of
Roundhay Park, a reproduction of the OS map of
1908, shows this pond and another one upstream,

quite clearly.
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Possible site of fishpond in the Ravine
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The editors would like to thank Gwyneth
Spurr for giving us access to her
wonderful collection of postcards.  In this
year when our minds are turned to
matters of war and peace, here is a
disturbing example.  Although the year of
postage cannot be read, the George VI
stamps and the author’s text show that
this must be from the outbreak or early
days of World War 2.  Sent to a Miss Low
in Aberdeen, the card reads:

“Until today my holiday has been most enjoyable,
the weather good till yesterday, but when one sees
trenches being dug and ammunition factories
being guarded by police etc. My spirits today have
been terrible – everyone here are very alarmed.
Some have gone to Ireland. I am going tonight
with my sister and husband.  We have been
notified to have masks tried on, so I am not
looking forward to it.

Amy”

It is chilling to read this on the other side
of a peaceful photo of a beautiful sunny
day in Canal Gardens.

Past postcards

We are grateful to FoRP member Gordon
Lancaster for this wonderful family photo
showing donkey rides in Roundhay Park
(1930s).  Pictured (from the left) are Gor-
don, his father Harry and brother David.
Do any other FoRP members have memo-
ries of donkeys in the Park?



THE West Riding Track League was founded
in 1945 and since then has organised grass
track cycling on the banked oval circuit
surrounding the cricket pitch at Roundhay
Park. The banked track was built in 1894 for
the express purpose of cycle racing as part of
the sports arena and racing has continued
every summer from Victorian times to the
present day, with only the two World Wars
stopping competition.
We provide races for all ages & abilities for
everyone to take part in from children to
adults.  We organise the same mixture of track
races from sprints to handicap races and
endurance events that you would find at any
track meet at a velodrome.
The younger children ride normal bikes but
children over 12 years and adults have to ride
specialised track bikes with a fixed gear which
means as long as the wheels are turning, so are
the pedals. This follows the standard rules for
track racing and means that special bikes are
required.
The majority of Great Britain’s Olympic and
World class cyclists, including Victoria
Pendleton, started on either a grass track
racing circuit like Roundhay or a velodrome .
Indeed, the West Riding Track League’s
cyclists read like a Who’s Who of world class
and Olympic competitors’ from Brian
Robinson in the 50’s, Mark Barry and Jonny
Clay in the 80’s and 90’s , one of the Sky
Riders and Great Britain squad riders Lizzie
Armistead and Anna Blyth  and young
Olympic Academy rider Matt Rotherham,

Many of these riders did not come from
cycling backgrounds or a wealthy one but
just happened to live near a grass track. It is
no coincidence that the most of the world
class cyclists live in the vicinity of a track
and this includes Roundhay.
With no other track circuit in Leeds or for
that matter, in Yorkshire, Roundhay is vital
to the development of Leeds cyclists in the
pursuit of their cycling dreams and to
continue to show the importance of Leeds
athletes in world class track competitions.
Only a few short years ago, the League was
facing a crisis with the organiser at the time
unable to continue due to work
commitments. Numbers of participants
were at an all time low and the league faced
closure.
A new organiser, Mandy Parker, stepped in
and with a very strong committee of
dedicated volunteers, the league was
revitalised and is now so successful that a

waiting list may need to be
created for 2014.
We can’t match the league’s
heyday in the fifties when huge
crowds attended but we have
enjoyed an increase of  400  %
of children taking part and
60% of adults over the last few
years following the Olympic
successes in cycling. We have
received excellent support
form Roundhay Parks Estate
Manager, Shaun Gregory,  and
Head Gardener, John Roebuck,
who have continued to
maintain and improve the
surface of the track. This has
led to the league being awarded
the National Men’s 400
Championship and in 2011 and
British Cycling regional
Championships and National
Schools championship  for the
last few years.
The only thing that stops us is
the weather as we can’t race in
the rain on a banked track or if
the surface is muddy. So let’s
hope this summer will be kind
to us and we can have another
amazing year. With no other
track in Yorkshire yet,
Roundhay is the only one we
have and we will do everything
to keep this historic league
open.
If you want to come and help
us or need more information
about the league, check out the
Facebook page or our website:
www.cycleroundhay.co.uk and
get in touch.

Mandy Parker, Organiser
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Racing in the 1950s

Racing in 2011
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Notices and reminders

Early Aviation in Roundhay
Park - Lecture 12 May

A blue plaque on the wall of Tesco's Roundhay Road store
is the only remaining physical reminder of the important
role played by Leeds in the history of aviation.

Robert Blackburn (1885 – 1955) who built his first
monoplane in Leeds in 1909,  opened his aircraft factory.,
the Olympia Works, on what is now the Tesco site in 1914.
The early planes built there were hauled up the road to
nearby Roundhay Park to be test flown from Soldier’s
Field. Planes continued to be produced there until the
1930s and the factory was reopened during the second
world war.

Professor Robert Blackburn, grandson of the man who
put Leeds on the aviation map, will talk about the life and
times of his grandfather and early aviation in Roundhay
Park and Yorkshire  on Monday 12 May  (7pm) at St
Andrews  Church sanctuary, Back Shaftsbury Avenue,
Roundhay.

Lynda Kitching who has organised the event on behalf of
Friends of Roundhay Park said; “We are privileged that
Professor Blackburn has agreed to speak to us. His  talk
will not only give us the historical facts about the
development of flight in Leeds, and in Roundhay in
particular, but will also give us a unique opportunity to
hear about Robert Blackburn from the point of view of his
own family.”

All are welcome. Admission is £3 for Friends of Roundhay
Park (FoRP) members and £5 for non members. Proceeds
will be used to support FoRP projects in the Park.

Leeds Botanica
Wednesday 21 May

Still some places available

Two years ago, the Friends of Roundhay Park arranged a
visit to several Leeds parks, as a joint operation with Parks
and Countryside, known as ‘Leeds Botanica.

We are doing this again this year on Wednesday 21 May.
We shall be picked up from the tram terminus car park by a
coach at 10am and return at approximately 4.00 – 4.30pm.
During the day, we shall visit Golden Acre Park and Tem-
ple Newsam, where the head gardeners and their staff will
give a full insight into their work and national plant collec-
tions on fully guided tours.  This will be followed by a buf-
fet lunch at Temple Newsam, and then conclude with
another guided tour of Redhall Nurseries (at their busiest
time of the year).  You will have the opportunity to buy or
reserve plants for later collection.

All travel during the day is by coach and the cost will be in
the region of £30 per person (depending on cost of coach
hire).  A maximum of 30 people can be accommodated,
and at the time of printing of this newsletter there were still
places available.

To book your place, please contact David Binns either by
email (news@forp.co.uk) or telephone on 0113 293 2893

Friends of

BIOBLITZ

On Sunday 13 April 2014, the RSPB are organising a
Wildlife Discovery Day called ‘Bioblitz.  The event will
take place between 10am and 4pm, and FoRP mem-
bers John Ferguson, Cecily Jarvis and Bob Reid will be
leading walks in areas of the park, including the Tree
Trail and the Geology Trail.  FoRP will have a stall set
up on Soldier’s Field for the event, and any members
who can be there for some of the time to help promote
FoRP will be very welcome!

The Blackburn Factory, Roundhay Road
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At the time of going to press, we understand
that the resurfacing work at the tennis courts
will begin on 24 April, taking 3 – 4 weeks to
complete.  It is disappointing that the start of
the work has been delayed and will now cut
into the main playing season, but we under-
stand the delay has been necessary due to ad-
verse ground conditions arising from the
exceptionally wet winter, and an underground
culvert.  Apparently, resurfacing before the
ground conditions have improved could affect
the quality of the finish and lead to future
drainage problems.   The work will include the
removal of all the old posts and fencing.  It is
hoped to keep as many courts open as possible
during the work.

Free tennis coaching commenced on March
29.  The April and May coaching sessions may
be affected by the resurfacing work, but it is
hoped to minimise cancellations.  Watch out
for advertising for further information about
the free coaching sessions.

Tennis courts

Roundhay park

You will be aware that FoRP is waging war on litter. We are using a two
pronged approach; mass sessions once or twice a month and individuals
taking more regular responsibility for adopted areas when they are walk-
ing in the park.

The next mass session will be on April 23 and we would like to make it
clear that we mean business by having as many litter pickers as possible-
the day after Easter Monday there will be plenty of litter to go round!

So please join in. We meet at 10 am in the Lakeside car park, picking
instruments, bags and high visibility jackets will be provided - all done
by noon.
If you can come please let Bob Reid know on 0113 266 8078.

Litter Picking  - All Welcome!

Annual General Meeting
The Friends of Roundhay Park AGM will take place on Wednesday
11 June 2014 at 7pm in the Education Centre, The Mansion,
Roundhay Park.  We hope members can attend..

(The next Trustees and Committee Meeting will take place on
Wednesday 9 April at 7pm in the Education Centre, The Man-
sion.)

Big Balsam Bash
As part of National Volunteer Week (1 -7 June), FoRP members are
invited to take part in the ‘Big Balsam Bash’ on Sunday 1 June be-
tween 10am and 3pm.  We are grateful for the following information
provided by Daniel Malster, Countryside Ranger, Parks and Country-
side.
As part of a Leeds-wide campaign to eradicate invasive plants that take over from
native species and cause harm to British wildlife, Leeds City Council and partners
are aiming to tackle them at their source at the top of various tributaries in 2014.
Doing this will reduce the amount of seeds travelling down the tributaries and into
the River Aire and stop the spread of these damaging plants.  Join the Rangers for
the first date of our ‘Big Balsam Bash’ week to help remove Himalayan Balsam
from the top of the Wyke Beck.  Himalayan Balsam is easy to pull up and very
satisfying to remove for both adults and children over 8 years.  All welcome!

FoRP members will be kept informed of further opportunities

The working parties, led by Jon Vogler continue their excellent work around the Park, always seeking to improve the environ-
ment,  plant life and habitats within it.  The working parties operate on the second Saturday and fourth Thursday of every
month, meeting at 10am at the Mansion car park.  New volunteers are always welcome.  Just wear your best gardening clothes.
Tools and guidance are provided.  For more information, contact Jon Vogler at jon@vogler.demon.co.uk or 0113 266 1885.
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Space needed for
Address labels

We are grateful to Alderman Jonathan
Brown for sending us these wonderful
photographs.  In 1887 horse drawn trams
were introduced in Leeds.  The first electric
tram system was opened on 29 October
1891, and ran the 2.5 miles between resi-
dential Sheepscar and the countryside of
Roundhay Park.  Engineered by William-
Graff-Baker, the trams were built by John
Stevenson’s company (both in the USA).
Later double-decker open top trams were
introduced, and the lines extended to Kirk-
stall and other parts of Leeds.

Please note that photographs are
normally reproduced here with the
permission of those concerned.
However, on some occasions
photographs are taken from FoRP
archives of previous events.

Your contributions
We welcome your articles of up to  800 words
accompanied by photographs wherever possible. Copy due
date for the next publication 1st July 2014.
We also welcome your bite sized items. Please send
contributions to editor@forp.co.uk


