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2020 promises to be another busy year for the Friends.  As you are probably aware, Mary’s tree was found to be suffering
severe rot around the base and has now been felled.  The good news for us is that it is still in good condition elsewhere and
that the carvings remain intact.  So, plans have been made to reinstate, as far as possible, the remains of the tree for future
display.  On a more positive note, work has already started to re-build and restore the shelter at the end of Canal Gardens; to
make a place for quiet contemplation especially on a sunny afternoon. By the time you're reading this the work should be
completed.

And don’t forget, immediately behind the shelter, another haven of peace.  The Friends Garden was built, stocked and entirely
maintained, and recently extended by our volunteers.  A place to rest and relax.

Meanwhile, ‘Little Friends’ goes from strength to strength with a full programme of activities planned for the summer months
to keep our younger members involved.  Their recently installed adventure trails have been a tremendous success and we
expect them to be well used and enjoyed.

Some of the other projects we intend to initiate during the year include the planting of a Friends’ Wood near to the fake cas-
tle; adopting one of the shelters to keep it clean and in good condition and then, if possible, to restore or at least maintain the
Gazebo in the woods. Are you even aware of its existence?

Naturally, our intrepid band of volunteers continue their sterling work helping to keep the park in good condition - planting,
cleaning, restoring, maintaining. Their work together with the litter pickers help keep the park looking at its best.  And, if you
are feeling a little more active, why not come along and join one of our working groups.  It is not onerous or too demanding
but you will be welcomed and have the opportunity to make good friends.

Now, if you're reading this the chances are that you are already a member of Friends but are you getting the full benefit
from the park?  Much as we appreciate your membership which enables us to carry out these works on your behalf, the park
has so much to offer to you in return. Have you explored some of the more remote areas of the park?  The park is much more
than just the lakes, gardens and cafes, important as they are.  There are also areas far beyond to explore and much more to
see.

The Friends organise a number of walks.  The History Trail, the Geology Trail, Tree Trail and many more.  You can join the
organised walks or do your own thing.  Leaflets and guides are available at Tropical World or you can download them, on-
line, at www.forp.org

We are rightly proud of the park, but not selfishly.  We want to share it.  So why not come along and enjoy, explore and get
the benefit from one of the finest parks in Europe?  Why not make this year the year to get to know your park even better?
It is, after all, there for your benefit.

Richard Critchley

Work in progress - to improve the shelter in
Canal Gardens in March
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Among the many benefits offered by
our park are the opportunities for peo-
ple of all ages and abilities, from chil-
dren to world-class athletes to take
part in sporting activities.  In addition,
thousands of visitors flock to the park
all the year round for family leisure,
dog walking and simply enjoying the
outdoor environment.  For some time,
a number of people and organisations
including FoRP and Roundhay
parkrun have seen the need for a defi-
brillator to be available for public use.
A defibrillator is a device for giving a
high energy electric shock to the heart
of someone who has suffered a cardiac
arrest.  It can save people’s lives.

Roundhay parkrun had been aware of the value of defibrilla-
tors and funds were raised for a portable device, but this was
only available during park runs at the weekend. Our thanks go
to FoRP member John Hussey, and his fellow ‘parkrunners’ for
campaigning successfully over the past two years so that there
is now a bright yellow box permanently fixed to the railings at
the entrance to the Lakeside Cafe containing a defibrillator for
use at any time in an emergency.  On behalf of FoRP and in-
deed all park users, John thanked the organisations who sup-
ported the campaign and made contributions so the
defibrillator could be installed.  John said:

If ever you think the defibrillator might be needed, dial 999, ask for ambulance service, explain the situation to them and you
will be given the code to open the box. The defibrillator is inside on a clip. Open it up and all the instructions are there - sim-
ply follow the guidance. Once the unit is in operation it will guide you through the process as it is fully automatic.

Drawing on Cecily Jarvis’s reports, we
regularly feature the wonderful work
of the team of volunteers who look af-
ter the Friends Garden, but readers
have probably rarely seen them to-
gether.  Here they are, enjoying a well-
earned coffee in the Lakeside Cafe on
a winter’s day - ready to start again in
2020.

From left to right they are :
Judith,  Jenny,  Jan R.,  Jean,
Margaret,  Jane, Karin, Sally,  Janet,
Cecily, Alison  and Jan N.

Thanks to all those who helped in the campaign

Carol Haughton (FoRP Secretary) and Richard Critchley (FoRP Chair)
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FoRP raised the money locally to pay
for the trails and worked with York-
shire Trails to design and implement
them.  The trails are free to use by all
park visitors, with clue sheets being
accessible in the Lakeside Cafe, Tropi-
cal World and the Mansion art gal-
lery. In addition there are three large
information boards located round the
park.

There are two trails, the first is an im-
agination trail called The Magical Fountains of Roundhay aimed at under
6s. It is fully wheelchair and pushchair accessible.  The second is an adven-
ture trail where older children have to solve ‘The Secret of Roundhay Castle’
by undertaking various tasks.

Yorkshire Trails held clue writing workshops with year 5 pupils at Talbot
and Gledhow Schools to design the clues, some of which were used in the
actual trails.  Jimmy Middleton, Upper Key Stage 2 Phase Leader, said:

Sarah Black, Year 5 teacher at Gledhow Primary School said: 

The children had plenty to say too:
Hayat said: 

Jamie said

Vrindha said: 
Nevaeh said: 
Adam said: 

FoRP is encouraging children to undertake the trail and upload a photo to social media with the hashtag .
The answer sheets, certificates of completion and further information can be found on the FoRP website.
The editors have already tried some of the trails with their own grandchildren, and can certainly vouch for these fantastic
new attractions to the park – challenging and fun and still lots more to do!

For more information please visit:  https://forp.org/little-friends-trails/
As well as being available in the locations listed above, the trail leaflets, with maps and clues can also be downloaded from
the website.

Looking for clues

Have you spotted these yet??
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Stock doves are quite common around the park, but are often ignored or
misidentified as feral pigeons. There are in fact around two million pairs of
stock doves in the UK, a much higher number than in most European
countries. Stock doves are about 32 centimetres long and have an overall
blue/grey colour. A key point in their identification is an iridescent green
patch on the side of their neck. A purplish pink colour at the front of the
neck and chest region shows up well on a bright sunny day. Their eyes are
very dark to black in colour and their feet are pink/red.

Breeding season starts in early February and can last until late summer. A
pair may have up to four broods each year. Unlike their relatives, such as
wood pigeons and collared doves, they often nest in holes in old trees. If
none are available they
may even nest in old
rabbit burrows. Two
eggs are laid in each
brood. After a 16 to 18
day incubation period,
the young will take a
further 25 to 30 days to
become fully fledged.
The young seldom move
far from their nest,
meaning flocks of up to
50 birds can build up in
a small area of parkland
or farmland. Adults and
young feed mainly on seeds and grass.

A good place to see stock doves in the park is the area between the Mansion and the Upper Lake. They are also frequently
seen at the Adel Dam and Rodley nature reserves.  They tend to feed as a group, often in a mixed flock with crows, jackdaws,
rooks and wood pigeons. If stock doves are with wood pigeons it is easy to tell them apart. The wood pigeon is larger, at 41
centimetres long, has two white patches on each side of its neck, and is a much fatter bird.

Stock doves are the same size as collared doves, but collared doves are a sandy brown  colour with two half black coloured
rings at each side of their neck.  The problem may come if stock doves are feeding with feral or town pigeons. These have a
large colour range from white through to browns, purples and black. However, the uniform blue/grey colour, the dark eyes
and the iridescent green patches on the neck should demonstrate that the stock dove is not just any old pigeon.

Dave Johnston

On the trail



6

‘When I were a Lad’ – Military Memories of the Park

“Last year the Dalesman celebrated its eightieth birthday
and I marked my eighty-ninth.  That set me to reminiscing
about the days when the magazine was a “young ‘un” and I
was too.  We’re talking about Yorkshire in the 1930s, ‘40s
and ‘50s.  Three thousand miles now separate me from the
places where I grew up – Leeds, Skipton, Harrogate, York
and the Dales.  But the Dalesman still arrives in my mailbox
in America every month to help me to remember.

Everyone knows about the famous military tattoo in Edin-
burgh Castle.  But does anyone remember the military tattoo
in Leeds?  This was about 1936.......I was six years old, the
Second World War was barely on the horizon and soldiering
was supposed to be fun.  The tattoo was in Roundhay Park, a
stone’s throw from where I was born. On an early morning
walk with my dad, we discovered that rehearsals had began,
unannounced, at seven in the morning.  No ticket needed.

So dad, an old soldier himself, marched us five lads down to
the arena before breakfast to watch the troops practicing
their parades, bands playing and flags flying.  The big ex-
citement was the storming of the plywood fortress at the far
end of the arena, cannons thundering, clouds of smoke.

A great spectacle it was for us lads and, with true Yorkshire
thrift, we never paid a penny!”

In Steven Burt’s excellent ‘
 there is more information about military tattoos which

became a regular attraction in the park in the early 20th

century.

Steven Burt’s book also recounts a tragedy that occurred at

the military tattoo on 25th June 1910 when a premature
explosion of a mortar shell killed two people and seriously
injured six others.

The military tattoos and other events drew huge crowds to
Roundhay Park.  Steven Burt recounts that the 1926 tattoo
drew a crowd of over 130,000 people.  The memories shared
by David Corbett show that these events continued into the
1930s.

Roundhay Park is a wonderful place for dog walking, and has ample space for dogs to run free.  It is no surprise that many
dogs of all shapes and sizes come to enjoy the park with their owners, the vast majority of whom are very responsible and
keep good control of their dogs.  Unfortunately there have been a few incidents where dogs out of control have caused prob-
lems, especially in running up to small children. In one case a dog joined a picnic as an uninvited guest, snatching a sandwich
from a child’s hand causing both distress and injury.
Everyone should be able to enjoy the park safely.  Picnic tables are available e.g. in the Specialist Gardens and in Canal Gar-
dens.  If you want more information or have any concerns about this issue, the following contact details might be helpful:

Leeds City Council Environmental Services - 0113 222 4406
Environmental.action@leeds.gov.uk

 Dog control issues - 0113 222 4406

Leeds Dog Trust - 0113 281 4920

 RSPCA - 0113 253 6952

Also there is leaflet available at:
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/docs/Responsible%20Dog%20Ownership%20Leaflet.pdf
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FoRP Working Parties
helping biodiversity in the park

Cowslips

[ver = Latin for spring] is not a plant you will
see often in the park but there are some to look out for.  Cowslips thrive in
meadows or open woodland, preferring drier conditions than their wood-
land cousin the primrose.  The close mowing regime in the park which we
all appreciate for the wide-open, formal, clean vistas it affords, unfortunately
will eliminate cowslips.  Similarly, the ploughing up of old pastures and the
increased use of herbicides on agricultural land since the 1950s has led to
the cowslip’s decline nationally.  Nevertheless, road-side verges are often
suitable sites and verges by the side of new roads are sown these days with
a mixture of grasses and wildflowers – cowslips amongst them.

Here’s the bit you’ve been wondering about – it is likely the name cowslip
comes from “cow-slop” (cow pat) as people noticed the flower’s tendency to

grow in meadows where the cows had “slupped”. [1]

Cowslip is the county flower of Northamptonshire, Worcestershire and Sur-
rey and is associated in English folklore with weddings when they were
made into garlands to decorate the church.  Another name for this flower is
“St. Peter’s Keys” or “Keys of Heaven” because the flowers which are situated
on only one side of the stem, looked like a set of keys.  It was said that cow-

slips grew where Peter dropped the key of Earth. [2]

It’s easy to confuse cowslip with its close relative, Oxlip 
whose flowers are paler yellow and open further. Oxlip is however relatively
rare and has a limited distribution mainly in East Anglia.  More likely we
might mix up cowslip and False Oxlip (  which is a
hybrid between cowslip and primrose.  As Monty Don noted “why the ox?

Why not cowrose or primslip?”  [3]

Cowslips are on the RHS ‘ ’ list, being an early and
rich source of nectar for insects and in particular, they are the food plant of
a rare butterfly, the Duke of Burgundy .  The Butterfly
Conservation website reports that efforts are being made by the Forestry
Commission to re-introduce this butterfly to Dalby Forest in North Yorkshire

where it has not been seen for some years.[4]

So where can you see cowslips in Roundhay Park?  Probably the only ones
will be those planted by FoRP working party volunteers.  The first ones were
planted about 2 years ago on the left-hand side of the path which drops
down from the Mansion car park towards the Upper Lake.  This area of
open woodland was also planted with ferns but sad to say the cowslips
didn’t do so well.  Some have therefore been moved into The Stumpery.
Again, this is open woodland but more importantly gets more sun.  Here
they grow alongside the original plantings of polyanthus (which should
have been primrose, but somehow the wrong plants arrived!)  Just as a
matter of interest, our garden flower, Polyanthus, was bred from False Oxlip.

The Duke of Burgundy butterfly – if you
see one of these in Roundhay Park
please let us know!

We have also planted cowslips
along the edge of the snowdrop
garden above the serpentine path
and this winter we have moved the
last few cowslips from the Mansion
path-side and replanted them
along the boundary with the golf
course opposite the Upper Lake.
For the future we continue to look
for more suitable sites for this love-
ly flower which once it is happy,
will seed profusely

Refs:  [1]  www.plantlife.org.uk
[2] www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
[3]www.theguardian.com
[4]www.butterfly-onservation.org
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News from our working parties

The 28th November 2019 was a grey,
miserable and drizzly day after a really
wet period so everything was slippery
and very muddy. Absolutely ideal
working party conditions, then! Our
challenge was to install the posts for the
adventure trail clues around Waterloo
Lake.  Against our own expectations all
posts were installed by the end of the
session, each checked for verticality to
within a tenth of a degree. The plates
with the clues were installed later,
bonded with silicone and fixed with
stainless steel screws - hopefully a very
durable result.  A muddy but fun session.

On Saturday 14th December in cold and windy conditions, we set to digging
up huge clumps of pendulous sedge in the areas around the serpentine
path.  This was at least a very effective method of keeping warm and
certainly much more fun than Christmas shopping. The wooden bridge at
the lower end of the serpentine path was also given a thorough clean up.
Coffee break in the shelter, which provided no shelter, but we did enjoy the
Christmas cake provided by Margaret Read!

On Thursday 24th January we continued work started early last
year, cutting back rhododendrons that were escaping the island in

the Upper Lake and forming a bridge to the mainland. Tom Cooper
had arranged for John Roebuck to bring along the Roundhay

launch to ferry deranged FoRP volunteers to the island. The second
objective was to clear fallen branches and logs that were blocking

the narrow channel between the island and mainland. Much wres-
tling with ropes and grappling hook resulted in a cleared channel

which appears to be much appreciated by the swans and ducks. No
mention need be made of the incident when the island workers were
marooned boatless on the island when the others went for their cof-
fee break. This episode is best forgotten. No need to mention it at all.

It is as though it never happened. (It did!).

Martin Child
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I missed the last two working parties of 2019 as I was on
holiday, but thanks go to Darren and Mar-
tin who organised things in my absence.

On my return for the first session of 2020,
it was all hands on deck to put all the clues
and infrastructure for the Little Friends
adventure trails in time for the launch in
late January (see p4).
We still found time to plant some cowslips
at the edge of the golf course. They should
be in flower by the time you are reading
this.

The snowdrop garden looked good in Feb-
ruary, despite storms Ciara and Dennis.
More will be planted in March. The crocus-
es which we planted last autumn need
some sun to put on a good show. At least
they all came through. In my garden at
home the squirrels regularly dig them up.

Ram Wood beck has had to receive atten-
tion on several occasions. After each storm
the grids and screens have to be cleared of
debris to stop the stream flowing over the
path. In one session a group walked the
length of the steam bed itself to remove the
rubbish. Storm Ciara.in particular must
have turned the beck into a raging torrent,
because one of our screens had been lifted
from its mooring and simply pushed aside.

Walking back from one of the sessions
Chris noticed a bad case of fly tipping. I
informed John Roebuck, the park officer
and he passed the details on to the Envi-
ronmental Action Team. Apparently there
has been an increase in fly tipping all over
the country in recent years. If you happen
to spot any while out and about in the park,
you can contact the EA Team directly on
0113 222 4406.

If you fancy joining our exciting adventures, e-mail me at

(tomandcath@ntlworld.com).  We meet 2nd Sat & 4th Thurs
of each month, meeting at the Carriage House behind the
Roundhay Fox at 10.00am and are done by 1.00pm.

Tom Cooper

Fixing a screen in the beck

Planting cowslips
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Friends will know Mary’s Tree,
located in the area known as
‘Dingle Dell’ next to Canal Gar-
dens.  Thanks to a generous
bequest from the late FoRP
member, Mary Hill, this had
been carved into a beautiful
piece of sculpture, completed in
2016, by Yorkshire artist Shane
Green.  Dingle Dell is a particu-
larly damp area of ground,
made worse over the years by a
chronic leak problem from the
Canal, and the English weather.  So, inevitably, the base was beginning to rot, and the tree was becoming a hazard.  We
were determined not to lose this special work of art, and with the help of the council a solution has been found.  Our
thanks go to FoRP committee member John Ferguson who has worked tirelessly on our behalf to help find the best solu-
tion.

The tree was felled in February by forestry, so it would no longer be a hazard.  It came down in a single piece with mini-
mal damage to the carvings. Fortunately there was no sign of rot in the felled section. The plan is for Shane Green to cut
it into three roughly similar sized sections but with as much as possible of the carvings remaining undamaged.  Three
large drainpipe sections for bases will be set into the ground to form concrete bases.  The three sections of the tree will
then have steel rods inserted and will be moved to locations above the base pipes and concreted in.  It is hoped that by
keeping the sections clear of the ground, they can be preserved for us all to enjoy for as long as possible.  Hopefully the
work will be completed by the time you read this, or very soon afterwards.

Many thanks to the Friends Garden team
for a great start to the new gardening year.
In line with our intentions to remain
organic, the team has been mulching the
beds with well rotted leaf mould.
Wormy stuff!

(Photos courtesy of Carol Haughton)
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Many thanks to Graham Rainsforth for these lovely late winter shots.

A Snippet from Facebook ………..

The editors appreciate not everyone accesses Facebook so here are a couple of the lovely photos posted
on the FoRP Facebook page in the last couple of months. Further details of the events can also be found
on Facebook and they are listed on the back page of the newsletter.

It is some time since we featured an old postcard from Roundhay Park in
our newsletter.  Delving into the collection which was generously shared
with us by Gwyneth Spurr, we found this one which connects with David
Corbetts ‘Memories of the Park’ (p6) in showing how events in the park

attracted huge crowds in the early decades of the 20th century.  The post-

card, dated 9th August 1915 was posted to an address in Norfolk and car-
ries the message:

It appears to be signed ‘Moly Coddle’ – not her real name, surely!
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Rapid changes in communications mean that documents are increasingly being made available ‘online’.  We are aware that
many FoRP members appreciate receiving our paper newsletter, and may wish to continue to do so.  At the same time, we
are beginning to explore the best way we could also make the newsletter available online, with a view to trialling later this
year – offering both versions.  We welcome feedback as we develop these ideas, so we can find the best way for our readers
to continue to enjoy the newsletter in the future.

There will be a ‘wildflower walk’ in the park, led by Countryside Ranger Steve Joul on Thursday 16th April – meet at 2pm
outside the Mansion.  There is no charge for FoRP members. A donation to FoRP is requested from non-members.  The
walk takes about 2 hours, and suitable clothing for woodland walking is advised.

Alan Hunton of the Woodland Trust will give a lecture on Ancient Trees of Yorkshire, including Roundhay Park on Thurs-

day 30th April starting at 7.30pm in the Education Centre by the Mansion.  Alan will be accompanied by John Killingbeck,
one of Yorkshire’s most respected arboriculturists, who has previously helped to list unusual trees in the park.  There will be
a charge of £3 for FoRP members and £5 for non-members

We are pleased to report that Bill Fraser will be leading more of his popular geology walks in the park this year.  These will

take place on Thursday 14th May and Thursday 10th September, starting at 1.30pm, meeting on the terrace in front of the
Mansion.  Please wear suitable footwear – paths may be uneven.

The Friends Garden will be included again this year (we had over 200 visitors last year).
Keep a look out nearer the date for more details  https://reap-leeds.us4.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=4e218ff78fafbcc9221617f7e&id=52e8fdad4b&e=ac0014aedc

ADDRESS

FoRP litter picking sessions are up and running once again.  These are open to all, taking place on the first Monday of each
month between March and November (unless otherwise advised).  Please note the meeting point has changed – now meeting
in the car park of the Carriage House behind the Roundhay Fox.  Meet at 10am, - coffee and biscuits at 11.30

FoRP Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 10th June at 7pm in the Education Centre by the Mansion

FoRP Open Meeting - Wednesday 14th October at 7pm in the Education Centre by the Mansion


