The Newsletter Summer 2018

Summer 2018

The Newsletter

President: Marjorie Ziff MBE
Chairperson : Richard Critchley

FRIENDS OF ROUNDHAY PARK
PO Box 129,
Leeds LS8 1WY
secretary@forp.org
editor@forp.org
www.forp.org

Know your birds?
Updates from our
tireless workers!
More history from the
Bradford Man.
Time to order your
2019 Calendar!

Playground Appeal - great progress!
Details on pages 4 & 5
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Chair’s Letter
When I wrote my introduction to the Spring edition, there was thick snow
on the ground. What a turnaround! As I write, we are having a wonderful summer with all the additional difficulties that it causes to park staff
keeping it all looking fresh and colourful. (Now, advice to younger members – do not raise this summer with older members, they will only tell
you endlessly about 1976).
The initiative the Friends run to sell suitable food for the ducks and
swans on Waterloo Lake has been and is still an overwhelming success. Not only is the water cleaner, but the birds are healthier. In fact,
there are now more than fifty adult swans on the lake. The news must
have got out to swans from other areas to visit Roundhay. Keeping up
with stocks of food has been a major logistical undertaking successfully
achieved by our volunteers.
Despite the drought conditions, the Friends Garden, including the new
extension, looked in pristine condition when the judges from Yorkshire
in Bloom came to carry out their inspection and we wait in high anticipation for the results which will be announced in September.

The new award-winning ‘History Trail’ leaflet has been another outstanding success and free copies can
be obtained from Tropical World. The author, John Ferguson, has also produced a follow up leaflet, ‘A
Floral Walk’.
And now a very special mention for the mothers and helpers who have been raising the funds necessary
to replace the children’s playground by the Lakeside Cafe. The initial
target to carry out the basic work is within sight. Not that this means
that fund-raising is over. Much more is still needed and any contribu- About the Newsletter
tions, sponsors, or even ideas for fund raising are still wanted. Surely
It is produced three times a year by our
you can do something to help. Let us know.
These are just some of the many activities and projects being carried
out by our members which are so appreciated that our membership
continues to increase, year on year. I thank you for your continued
support which also means so very much to us.

joint editors but they are reliant on your
contributions and comments.
If you have an idea for a story or want to
comment on this issue please contact
us on editor@forp.org

Stay up to date with FoRP news and
events. We have a website and a
twitter account.

Richard Critchley
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All Change

A less familiar
little bird

For many of us slightly older wildlife enthusiasts the
sight and sound of blackcaps, along with swallows,
heralded the arrival of spring. However, things are
changing. For the last few winters blackcaps have
been seen in the park and in gardens around Roundhay throughout the winter, feeding alongside robins,
blackbirds, etc.

Our regular contributor, Dave Johnston, has been out and about with his
The blackcap belongs to a group of birds called “warblers”.
camera and binoculars once again to
The male starts his distinctive call in March or April. It is deshow us the wonders of the birdlife in
scribed as a “fluty, vigorous, musical warble”. It is probably
the park. This time we thank Dave for
easier to check this out on YouTube and listen for yourself.
featuring a charming little bird which
may be less familiar to some of our
readers – the blackcap.
The blackcap is approximately 13.5 to 15 cm long, with a 20 to 25
cm wingspan. It is roughly the size of a robin, but sleeker. It is a
greyish bird. The male has a black cap, but confusingly the female
has a brown cap (see photos). In spring and summer it is almost
entirely an insect eater.

They prefer shady woodland with a dense under storey, often
close to water, so Roundhay Park is an ideal habitat for them. With
a bit of patience they can be heard and seen all over the park, especially along the gorge, the ravine, in Fox Wood, Ram Wood, and
in the woods high above Waterloo Lake and around the Upper
Lake.

Female

Male

They nest in bramble bushes etc. 4 to 6 eggs are laid, which take
11 days or so to hatch. The young then take another 11 days to
fledge. Both parents incubate the eggs and feed the young on insects and spiders. This year, the males could be heard calling
again in mid-July, which could mean the blackcap pairs will be
having a second brood.
Traditionally blackcaps migrate to the Mediterranean and North
Africa in the autumn. However, at least 3,000 have now been recorded in UK gardens throughout the winter. It seems that one or
two have always stayed behind, with the first record of an overwintering blackcap as early as 1839. In autumn blackcaps
change their diet from insects and spiders to yew, honeysuckle, ivy, holly and elderberries. They are particularly
fond of nectar from the winter-flowering Mahonia bush.
When visiting garden feeding stations in the winter they
will feed on fat balls, suet chips, fallen apples, raisins, etc.
There is now strong scientific evidence that our overwintering birds are evolving into a new subspecies of blackcap. Their beaks are longer and narrower than the birds
which still migrate back to the Mediterranean and North
Africa, and their wings are becoming rounder. This suggests that the longer, narrower wings useful for long migration flights are no longer needed.

Dave Johnston

So keep an eye on your bird tables this winter, and you may see a
male and female blackcap sharing the food with blue tits,
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News

Roundhay Playground
Appeal update

The Playground Appeal Team - from left to right:
Petra Smith, Laura Webb, Sara Dawson, Lexi Moffatt

For years FoRP has been drawing attention to the dilapidated
state of the playground next to the
Lakeside Cafe. Now, at last, there
is good news. The enthusiastic
and dynamic group of FoRP
members who launched a fundraising appeal in 2017 has already achieved so much that
there is now real optimism that we
shall indeed see a refurbished
playground soon.

The playground beside the Lakeside Cafe has
existed in its current format for many years. The
current selection of equipment is poor, limited and
tired, providing insufficient choice for younger
children at whom it is targeted, and currently has
no provision for children with special needs. But
the playground has huge potential to be an excellent facility. With all the current pressures on local authority funding, there was no possibility that
the playground could be refurbished by the council in the foreseeable future. The only option was
to seek to establish a project and raise funds
through an appeal.

We owe huge thanks to Laura
Webb, Petra Smith, Sara Dawson
and Lexi Moffatt, who, with the
help and support of our former
chair Julia Wilson and others,
have worked tirelessly on this
project. They have provided this
update.

A small sub-group of FoRP members, of which
four are parents of young children themselves,
voluntarily set up the project in 2017. The project
has engaged regularly with Leeds City Council,
and completed a public consultation on
the potential changes and improvements to
the playground. Over 1000 (overwhelmingly positive) responses were received, demonstrating the
strength of public feeling and level of interest in
this issue.
Since the launch in April, momentum and support
for the appeal has snowballed, and by early August the team had raised £66500 which is fantastic news! This has been achieved through
donations from FoRP, local businesses, and charity grants - £20,000 from the People’s Postcode
Lottery, £5000 from the Wade’s Charity and
£600 from the St James’s Place Foundation.
Thank you to all our sponsors. Also, families
bought children’s badges to be displayed in the
new playground. In total, 151 badges were sold.
Anyone who bought a badge will be entered into
a competition to win one of five tickets inviting
their family to an exclusive preview play at the
new playground. More details of the competition

Children’s badges for the playground
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can be found on the FoRP website at
http://forp.org/roundhay-playground-appeal/.

get, we will replace all the existing equipment with
imaginative, fun, exciting and appropriately challenging pieces, encompassing climbing, sliding,
spinning, scrambling, swinging, role play and learning and encouraging children to interact and enjoy
themselves. The new playground will be designed
appropriately for this age bracket, and include features that are accessible for all children, including
those with special needs. A new safe and colourful
rubber surface will also be installed, improving the
look and feel of the playground.

An online auction ran until the end of July, with
many great items to bid for, all donated by businesses both local and across the UK. The auction
raised £1225. The team also ran a successful quiz
evening on 21st July, which saw 14 teams enjoying
a BBQ in the evening sun courtesy of The Lakeside
Café.
The team are in advanced stages of further grant
applications, and also in discussions with a supplier
about potential match funding. Decisions on all are
due in the next few weeks, and should they be successful the appeal’s target of £100,000 will be
reached. There has been regular engagement with
Leeds City Council, including advice from Physcap,
to debate and refine a design brief for the new playground to achieve the project’s aim.

If you would like to know more, please contact the
team at playground@forp.org, and if you wish to
donate to the appeal you can at
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/friendsofroundhay
park.
Laura Webb and the Roundhay Playground Appeal
team
BBQ at the Lakeside Quiz Night

We have already explored some possible designs
for the playground, and if the appeal reaches its tar-

Photos courtesy of John Ferguson and Laura Webb
Quiz night at
the Lakeside
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Yorkshire in Bloom - Friends Garden

The dedicated team of FoRP volunteers who look after and develop the Friends Garden go on from
strength to strength. Thanks to
Cecily Jarvis for providing this
latest update on their work – a
fantastic contribution to the park.
Judgement Day! - Yorkshire in Bloom judge
Roger Brownridge in disussion with FoRP
member Judith Rothenberg

Friends Garden is taking part in the Yorkshire in Bloom
competition this year. We have entered the “Open
Spaces Award”, a new category for 2018 sponsored by
the Royal Horticultural Society.
The aim of this category is to acknowledge the work
that groups such as the Friends put into improving the
local environment. Awards are made based on a site
visit by assessors from Yorkshire in Bloom, which for
Friends Garden took place on July 10th.
When the judges arrived, we spent a very useful 45
minutes showing them the garden and having time to
talk about the more unusual plants and the various features such as the memorial bench, carved stonework
and the restored electrical pillar. Present to meet the
judges were FoRP Chairman, Richard Critchley, Secretary, Carol Haughton and Friends Gardeners, Judith
Rothenberg and Cecily Jarvis. Thanks are due to Estate Manager, John Roebuck who also joined the party
and spoke enthusiastically about the Friends’ work.
The results of Yorkshire in Bloom will be announced at
a special event in York on September 11th.

Photos courtesy of Cecily Jarvis
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Jon Vogler memorial plaque

As well as getting the ‘old’ Friends Garden
looking as good as possible, the ‘new’ part is
now almost fully planted.
The design and choice of planting has been the
work of FoRP member, Judith Rothenberg and the
result is a lovely tranquil atmosphere with pale
colours under dappled shade.
This new part of the garden is the site of a bench
purchased by FoRP in memory of member Jon
Vogler BEM (1939-2017) and there is a plaque on
the bench to this effect. Jon was a keen sculptor
and it is felt the choice of a simple, curved seat
would have met with his approval. Jon’s wife, Jill,
and family very helpfully provided the wording for
the plaque.

‘New’ Friends Garden and Jon
Vogler Memorial Bench

Cecily Jarvis

A Floral Walk in Roundhay
Park

The Friends of Roundhay Park have produced a number of
walks and trails to enhance visitors’ pleasure in coming to the
park. The most recent addition to the available resources is a
leaflet designed to guide visitors through some of the floral
highlights in the park.. Photographs and maps will help visitors
locate many of the best floral features in the park, including the
Specialist Gardens, the Friends Garden, Coronation Gardens,
the Monet Garden, the Alhambra Garden and more. These
displays have contributed to the park’s success in Britain in
Bloom competitions and in Gold Medal winning exhibits at the
Chelsea Flower Show. The trail takes you on an easy stroll
starting from the car park off Princes Avenue.
The walk is on tarmac or gravel paths and is suitable for buggies and wheelchairs.
Our thanks go to John Ferguson, Malcolm Jarvis and John Roebuck for their work together on this project.
The Floral Walk leaflet is available free of charge in Tropical
World reception and in the Mansion.
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A Bradford Man Returns!
In recent issues of the newsletter, we have featured colourful historic descriptions of Roundhay Park seen
through the eyes of ‘a Bradford Man’ who visited and wrote about the park at the time it was opened to the
public. We are grateful to Neville Hurworth who drew our attention to articles originally printed in the Leeds
Mercury. These extracts come from a piece dated 13th October 1879, seven years after our Bradford Man
first visited the park. He wrote:
After the lapse of several years I revisited Roundhay Park the other day, and was delighted. Living at
Bradford, where our parks are all within twenty minutes walk of the centre of the town, the distance of
Roundhay from Leeds appeared a great drawback. Once there, however, one is more than satisfied. A
lovelier place cannot be found within the same distance of any of our great manufacturing towns............
Our Bradford man’s view is not totally uncritical, however, and he notes the sometimes damaging impact of
large numbers of visitors – and foretells some of the continuing challenges in maintaining the park to this
day. Including reference to the walk around Waterloo Lake he says:
“The preservation of the grounds in their pristine
beauty is only to be found in the provision of good
broad dry walks and in the judicious pruning of the
lower branches of trees that hang in the
way.........Roundhay Park requires no laying out, but
it does require some broad roads and wide footpaths conducting the visitor to the best points for
viewing those charming glades and vistas, those
lovely peeps of the lake and those expansive prospects which are to be found in the grounds……..
.........Coming round the head of Waterloo Lake, as
the pathway winds through the woods past the picturesque ivy-mantled semblance of an old tower, up
the wooded dell, over the rustic bridge and nearer
to the mansion, some little attempt has been made
to widen and improve the footpath. A good deal
more is required before the grounds can be adequately adapted for the thousands of people who go
there at all seasons of the year......”(Enter the
Friends of Roundhay Park working parties, who with
the dedicated park staff continue with this essential
work today).

long ago. It is clear that in 1879 the Hermitage was
already falling into disrepair. He wrote:
“The most lamentable thing to be seen in the
grounds is the sadly dilapidated state of the Hermitage, which has been more abused than anything
else, and stands a lasting disgrace to the Goths
who have broken the glass and disfigured the pretty
little building……”
But we should end with his tribute to the beautiful
park we all know and love.
“As the eye wanders over the green glades, shadowed by the groups of noble trees that dot the park;
over the shining lake, and the dense woods on its
banks; over the spire of Roundhay Church; rising
from the verdurous foliage; and over the wooded
country to the heights of Whitkirk and Temple Newsom, one naturally exclaims “How beautiful! Who
would think that this quiet country place, not grand
and magnificent, but a real bit of English rural scenery, was so near the smoky town of Leeds and the
great industries by which it is surrounded”

The saddest note in our Bradford man’s article is a
reference to the Hermitage. Previous newsletters
have described this building which disappeared

With thanks to ‘A Bradford Man’
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Management of the beautiful
trees in the park will always be a
challenge. This summer we
have seen some trees fall. On
26th May, Park Avenue was completely blocked by a huge beech
tree which fell across the road at
the top of the hill leading down to
the lakeside cafe. Park staff and
council workers were very quickly on the scene to remove the
tree and reopen the road.

Treefall

And – Tom Cooper reports on
some splendid work done by volunteers supporting the FoRP
working parties.

A useful Allianz

Photo: Tom Cooper

During the high winds on Thursday 15th
June, half a large ash tree blew down in
the ravine. To make matters worse it
brought two beech trees down with it. The
crown of the three trees completely
blocked the path and a bridge. On Friday
22nd June a group of 10 staff from Allianz
Insurance came for a day’s volunteering.
Their task (which they chose to accept)
was to rediscover that path. The mission
was successful!
Tom Cooper
Clearing fallen trees from the ravine

Forthcoming Events
A Geological Walk around Roundhay Park – Led by expert, Bill Fraser, the third geology walk of 2018
will take place on Saturday 15th September. Meet at the Mansion (former information centre) at 1.30pm.
The walk takes approximately 2 hours. Stout footwear advisable.
‘Leeds and its Birds – a great reason to stay at home’ – a talk by Linda Jenkinson of ‘Start Birding’ to be
held in the Anne Maguire Education Room, The Mansion, Roundhay Park on Tuesday 4th September.
Linda will take you on a virtual birding tour of the city to discover why it’s great to stay in Leeds. Doors open
at 6.30pm for a prompt start at 7pm. Price £3 for members and £5 for non-members.
FoRP General Open Meeting – Wednesday 10th October 2018 at 7pm in the Anne Maguire Education
Room, The Mansion, Roundhay Park.
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Enabled - by ‘Enabled’
FoRP’s duck food project led by Tom Cooper, was set up to encourage healthier eating for ducks and
swans (cut out the bread!). It has been a phenomenal success – so much so that producing sufficient bags
of food to meet demand was becoming a big problem. Happily, Tom is able to report that, through contacts
established by John Ferguson, a solution has been found. FoRP is delighted to be working with the Morley
based company ‘Enabled’. Thanks to Tom, John and all their helpers on this excellent project. Tom writes:
There is no sign of the duck food initiative losing its
popularity. Many of you will have noticed that the
rack in the Lakeside Cafe is frequently empty.
Keeping the rack filled at all times would be very
time consuming, but that is not main reason you
may see an empty duck food rack at the Lakeside
Cafe. We ration the food to between 300 and 400
bags per week. This is equivalent of up to 60kg of
food! We do not want to replace a bread pudding
problem in the lake with a swan and duck food one.
Also the cygnets need to learn the bottoms up, natural way, to feed. So, sorry if you find the rack empty, but I hope you understand now why it happens.
Another concern was the long term viability of the
project. The bagging parties have been fun, but
were not a long term solution, and I dreaded the
thought of moving 30 sacks of duck food from my
garage every 6 weeks for the rest of my life!
Web master John Ferguson discovered the solution
- a business in Morley called ‘Enabled’. It was set
up by an amazing woman called Tina Brown MBE,
from the ashes of Remploy in 2012. It specialises in
packaging, would you believe it, and is small
enough not to laugh at the amounts we were talking about. So now the sacks of food can be delivered direct to Enabled by the pallet load and stored
in their warehouse until it is time for it to be bagged.
Enabled is a ‘not for profit’ workers cooperative and
has grown steadily. It now has 38 full time employees and currently occupies 4500sq.ft of factory
workspace and storage in Morley. It has offices, a
learning centre and conference facilities above the
factory. As well as employing full time staff, Enabled also offers on site work experience, and has
trained more than 300 fork lift truck drivers. Many of
these people go on to get full time employment
elsewhere - not bad when most of the people you
meet at Enabled have disabilities of one sort or another. No wonder Tina was awarded her MBE in
2013.
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Visit https://enabledworks.co.uk to get more information on the company bagging our food.
We don't have to stamp all the bags anymore
either, as web master John Ferguson has done
it again. Enabled will now use pre-printed bags,
which include the FoRP logo. Look out for them,
assuming the rack is not empty!
If you want to become a rack stacker, email me
at tomandcath@ntlworld and I will let you know
what is involved.
Tom Cooper
Tom Cooper with Tina Brown MBE at the
Enabled works
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A Summertime Party in the Park
It’s been a challenging time for the working parties as our weather changed abruptly from a bitterly cold
wet spring into the hottest, driest May, June and July for decades. Of course, with the arrival of the
school holidays the rain returned, and who knows what’s coming next? By the time this newsletter drops
onto your doormat it might be snowing.......... Thanks to Tom Cooper for this update on the continuing
great work by the working parties.
In the spring newsletter, I mentioned our intention to plant primroses. They
turned out to be cowslips when they were delivered. For those who do not
know the difference see pictures (right).
I also said we would plant some more snowdrops and boy did we plant 2000 snowdrops went in as well as 100 cowslips. They are not all in one location, so next spring you could go on a snowdrop/cowslip/primrose hunt instead of an eggy one. I will try and remember to put clues in the winter
newsletter.
Working party regulars know that I have a bee in my bonnet about the build
up of bracken at the bottom of Ram Wood. We have already had one go at
reducing it, but the bracken came back stronger, so we tried again late this
spring. We started by pulling out the old growth, only to discover hundreds of
Tête a Tête daffodils. It was obvious that they like the bracken and were
much more advanced than the ones growing in the open. Time for a rethink,
methinks.
Our latest path improvement project
Flourishing daffodils revealed by
has been the drive from the main
clearing bracken
gates to the Mansion.
In preparing for the 2018 Triathlon,
our tasks included sprucing the areas
around the boathouse and the cricket
pavilion on a rather wet Saturday in
June. Thousands came to see the Triathlon, and millions watched on TV,
hopefully this work gave them a better
impression of our park.

Cowslip

Primrose
Photos: Tom Cooper

The solution - improving drainage
at the path edge

The problem

If you fancy joining our exciting adventures, e-mail me at (tomandcath@ntlworld.com). We meet on the 2nd
Saturday and 4th Thursday of each month. We meet at the Carriage House behind the Roundhay Fox at
10.00am and are done by 1.00pm.
Tom Cooper
11

The Newsletter Summer 2018

Calendar 2019 – It’s later than you think!
Have you already tried to find a date to meet up with old friends only to find the first date available is in
2019!? This can only mean one thing – it’s time to buy your 2019 calendar.
The 2019 FoRP calendar will be available from early September – so don’t miss out, place your order today. The calendars will be on sale, price £6.99 from the following outlets:
‘With Love’ – 633b Roundhay Road LS8 4EA
The Garden Room Restaurant - The Mansion, Roundhay Park LS8 2HH
Lakeside Cafe – Roundhay Park LS8 2JL
Del Verde Restaurant – Park Lane, Roundhay LS8 2EJ
One Stop Shop (Bhogal Family Stores) – 2 Chandos Gardens LS8 1LW
Philip Howard Books – 47 Street Lane, Roundhay LS8 1AP
Tropical World Shop – Princes Avenue, Roundhay Park
Headrow Galleries – 588 Harrogate Road, Alwoodley LS17 8DP
Calendars will also be on sale at the Oakwood Farmers Market on 20th October and 17th November.
We value greatly our members who live all over the country, or even overseas, or who may not be able to
access these outlets. So the calendar can also be ordered online via the FoRP website shop at
www.forg.org – price £6.99 + £1.50 p&p to any UK address. If you are ordering from outside the UK,
please use the contact form on the website, and we will let you know the postage cost. Orders through the
website can be paid by PayPal.
Anyone who cannot order in any of the ways above, please ring David Binns on 0113 293 2893, or write to
The Secretary, FoRP, PO Box 129, Leeds LS8 1WY and we will deal with your order.

ADDRESS LABEL
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