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CHAIRPERSON’S LET TER
I am most pleased to report that FoRP
has had a most successful start to 2017.
As 2016 drew to a close we were faced
with the threat of a Go-Ape installation in
Ram Wood, adjacent to the Upper Lake,
which was causing a great deal of concern
both in the local community, and much
further afield. Our efforts involved researching, planning, capturing local opinion and reporting progress. Our
‘change.org’ petition collected over 3000
signatures. May I thank everyone who
took part and made a contribution, however small, to support our efforts on your
behalf.
These efforts led directly to the decision
by Leeds Council indicating that they
would not support an application from
Go-Ape in Roundhay Park. This was
closely followed by a decision that they
would not introduce car parking charges
in the park. It is difficult to adequately
express the relief that we all felt or the
gratitude that we owe to council members and our supporters. Equally important, I believe, these events have built
closer relationships with elected councillors, with park management and with local sponsors. We will do all we can to
maintain these relationships.
The Chinese Lantern Festival at Christmas
was on one hand a great success but also
created a number of problems. We do
appreciate the urgent need for the council to raise funds and acknowledge that it
took place after dark, when the park
would normally be out of use. However,
it has been accepted that many lessons

need to be learned and we have been
promised full and timely consultation in
any future planning.
So, what else has happened this year?
Work has started on the installation of
the Outdoor Gym adjacent to the cricket
pavilion, an enterprise in which FoRP was
closely involved both in raising and underwriting the total funds required.
Work is also well underway in restoring
and improving the skateboard park next
to the “tram terminus” car park.
We have received assurances that work
will start towards the end of this year to
improve drainage and to restore parts of
the footpath around Waterloo Lake. The
entire works will have to be spread over
several years but work on the worst affected areas will receive priority.

Highly Commended Certificate in the category Public Realm and Landscape Design. We were also pleased to note that
the restored Oakwood Clock was also a
deserved recipient of a coveted award.
However, all this good news was tempered recently by the sad news of the passing of Jon Vogler, an inspirational driving
force behind the Friends since its inception. We offer our sincere condolences
to Jill and to the rest of his family. We
have been fortunate that new, enthusiastic leaders have come forward to continue the momentum that Jon created.
Now unfortunately, I have to end this upbeat report on a very serious negative
note. The park has been subjected to at
least four arson attacks or attempted attacks in recent weeks, the most serious
being the destruction of the changing
rooms on the north western side of Sol-

More immediately, we have identified an
organisation which specialises in repairing
leaks in canals and which turns out to be
very cost effective. We offered to pay for
a survey to find a solution for the continuous leak from the canal in Canal Gardens. Once the survey has been
completed we hope that work can go
ahead to restore the canal which should
also stop much of the resulting flooding
around Mary’s Tree.

diers’ Fields at around 7 pm on Friday 10th
March. At the time of writing, the culprit
or culprits have yet to be caught. They
must be before more serious attacks take
place. If you see anything suspicious dial
999 to inform the police, at once. If you
know or believe you know anything about
these attacks or have heard any rumours,
dial 101 and tell the Leeds north-east police team or share your information with
a FoRP committee member.

Which brings me nicely to the next piece
of good news. At the recent prestigious
Leeds Architectural Awards ceremony at
the Town Hall, Mary’s Tree won The Peoples Choice Award outright and also a

Richard Critchley
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It was with great sadness we learnt of the death of Jon Vogler on 2nd February. Jon was a great character and tireless worker for FoRP and the wider community. We will all miss him very much. We are grateful to Jon’s
family for providing these words. There is so much more to say, but this is
just a small part of his story and some of his work with FoRP.
Jon Vogler’s life took him around the world but it was in the soil of Roundhay that he eventually found home. Born and educated in London, Jon had
graduated as an aeronautical engineer from Bristol University, and obtained
a graduate apprenticeship with English Electric which culminated in being
the site engineer responsible for installing the turbines in a huge hydro electric dam straddling the River Niger.
In 1971 he crossed the Pennines from Chester to Yorkshire with Jill and their
four children. Harrogate had been the assumed destination for these southern refugees but an acquaintance persuaded Jon that Roundhay was the
place to live. Jon duly found a newly built house on The Avenue where he
spent the rest of his life and achieved real happiness.
In 1976 he was employed by Oxfam in setting up and running an innovative
recycling scheme ‘Wastesaver’ which is still going today. Then Oxfam Finance Director, Hugh Belshaw said of Jon: “He was a pioneer in recycling
[who] left a great legacy”.
Following this he obtained a government grant to establish recycling
projects across Africa, Latin American and Asia. Though many of the
projects floundered when he withdrew his
input, he came to realise the potential
these schemes had in providing employment. This led to the publication in 1981 of
his seminal work on recycling ‘Work from
Waste’. This was described years later by
one Kenyan business man as their “bible”.
Turning away from recycling, Jon forged a
new career first as a computer journalist
and later as an expert witness and was
proud to be admitted to the Academy of
Experts in 2002.
Jon did extensive voluntary work and he
and Jill opened their home and their hearts
to many refugees and asylum seekers under the aegis of LASSN. But it was his tireless labour as FoRP’s working party
coordinator that earned him a British Empire Medal in 2015 and it is for this that
many local people will remember him. Jon’s tall figure dressed in trademark
steel toecap boots, blue fleece and Hi-Viz jacket could intimidate. However,
most FoRP volunteers quickly saw behind the stern countenance a kind,
committed, sensitive man with tremendous energy, a strong belief in com-

munity and a simple though powerful desire to
help others and improve the world around him.
Over almost twenty years, the working parties
Jon led did a huge amount of work cleaning,
planting and innovating in every corner of the
park. Amongst the many achievements are the
creation of the Friends Garden, the planting of
the wild flower meadows, the construction of
the stumpery by the Upper Lake, extensive
bulb planting and clearing historic paths in the
gorges. Jon’s last contribution to FoRP was to
draw up a detailed report on the state of the
path around Waterloo Lake and the options for
resurfacing. By then diagnosed with mesothelioma he was desperately concerned that FoRP’s
determination to oversee this crucial work
would not die with him.
In 2009 Jon retired and immediately embarked
on a BA in Fine Art which he followed with an
MA. He became a prolific letter carver, sculptor
and portrait artist and his home and garden became a part of the Roundhay Art Trail.

The editors are grateful to John Ferguson and David Binns
for the information in this report.

One of the highlights of 2016 for FoRP was the creation and unveiling of Mary’s Tree, the beautiful tree sculpture in Dingle Dell
beside Canal Gardens, as a memorial to Mary Hill who loved
Roundhay Park and made a generous bequest to FoRP allowing
us to commission the sculpture.
Mary’s Tree has been admired by many, and was shortlisted for
the Leeds Architecture Awards 2016. On 2nd March John and
Lesley Ferguson (representing FoRP) accompanied by Shane
Green, the chainsaw sculptor who created Mary’s Tree attended the awards dinner at Leeds Town Hall. A jury consisting of
architects, landscape experts, and Leeds Civic Trust gave
awards in eight categories. In the category Public Realm and
Landscape Design, Mary’s Tree received a Highly Commended
certificate, just edged out of the top spot by Sovereign Square,
a new park in the centre of the city.

John Ferguson (left) and Shane Green
receive awards from Monica Lillywhite

However, there was more to come for Mary’s Tree. After all
the jury awards had been announced there was still the ‘People’s Choice’ award where members of the public voted for
their favourite from all the shortlisted entries. And the winner
was – Mary’s Tree!
It was good to be able to let Mary’s relatives know about the
awards, and we were delighted to hear from her son Tim Hill,
who said: “I think the awards reflect deserved recognition for
all those involved - Shane Green for his expertise and the FoRP
for their vision in turning a
neglected area of Roundhay Park into a little jewel.”
There was further recognition for the park
and for projects in which FoRP has played a
vital role when Oakwood Clock was also
awarded a Highly Commended certificate.
Tony Quinn and Alexis Keech were present
to receive this award.
Congratulations to all those involved.

Photo of awards ceremony courtesy of
Peter Howarth Photography
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Country Life

The editors are grateful to Malcolm Jarvis for providing the following item on FoRP’s important litter picking activity. Malcolm has just taken over the leadership of the ’litterpickers’, following on
from all the great work done by Bob Reid. Our thanks go to Bob for his huge contribution over the
years, and we send our very best wishes to him and his family.
It is well known that litter breeds litter. Conversely, people seem less inclined to drop litter in those places where there is no litter present. This is
something which is certainly borne out by FoRP’s experience of litter picking in the park over the last few years.
The presence of litter does matter. It is unsightly and sordid and gives the
impression that no-one cares. It is also dangerous, at least to animals and
children. Broken glass is an obvious hazard but so too are those plastic
ring straps which hold drinks cans together. Unfortunately, the poor
hedgehog which gets bound up in one is probably never found, and is just
an unknown casualty of our neglect.
Everything we casually drop is litter; even an apple core or a banana skin.
You might say that the latter items are natural and will rapidly decompose. However, it is shown that an apple core can take around two
months to rot away; far from being rapid! The same applies to a cigarette
filter tip which can take over a year to disappear. And of course, plastic or
aluminium products will last hundreds of years. So, if it’s dropped, we are
obliged to pick it up.
Some people might say that cleaning up litter is the “council’s job, that’s
what I pay my Council Tax for”. That’s a very reasonable response, and
indeed, the council does clear litter from the park, and regularly empties
the fixed bins. But when authorities are faced with deep financial cuts, the
amount of resources which can be allocated for litter picking diminishes
and the pressure mounts, particularly following a busy weekend in the
park. It’s a pragmatic issue, and this is where FoRP tries to help.

We generally plan our group sessions for the first
Monday of each month, or just after a Bank Holiday. We can work in those areas which are not always reached by the council: the woodland edges,
in copses, the entire expanse of Soldiers Field and
the woodland. We also pick along Park Avenue,
West Avenue and part of Park Lane and Wetherby
Road. Our intention here is to make the approaches
to the park attractive, as well as the park itself.
Our first group pick of 2017 was held on Monday
6th March, a date which coincided with a national
effort called “The Great British Spring Clean”. The
FoRP team was partnered with eight members of
the Women’s Institute and between us we gave the
park a good scour. The pressure will mount as the
year progresses into summer but hopefully our efforts will have the effect I mentioned at the outset,
that a clean park is a deterrent to further pollution.

For several months during the winter, parts of Tropical World were
closed to the public for redevelopment work. On Thursday 9th February a number of FoRP committee
members were invited to join others
at the formal re-opening of the
‘Rainforest Floor’ and ‘Creature Corner’ zones. These zones have been
transformed to include many new
and improved features and new species for the public to enjoy. Lucinda
Yeadon, Deputy Leader of Leeds City
Council and lead councillor for parks
and countryside, gave a formal address and joined the party pre-viewing all the new developments. It is
great to see Tropical World fully
open once again for people of all ages, and looking better than ever.

FoRP Committee members with Councillors
Christine Macniven and Ghulam Hussain.

Councillor Lucinda Yeadon
enjoys the new exhibits

Photos by David Lindsay
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Thanks to Neville Hurworth for some more history of how Roundhay Park came to be ‘for the people’ and the role of
John Barran.

As was mentioned in an earlier FoRP Newsletter, John Barran, didn’t gift Roundhay Park to the people of Leeds as is often believed.
When he was Mayor of Leeds, he bought Lots 19 and 20 at the Hepper auction in 1871, sharing the costs with three associates.
Eventually, the Corporation repaid the new owners the capital sum along with the interest and some extra expenses.
Barran believed the Corporation could recover these costs by selling the land that wasn’t needed for the Park, for building high class
housing. However, most of the surplus land was not disposed of (for more details see the reference below) and so Roundhay Park is
about twice the 300 or so acres that it was originally intended to be.
The land sales raised quite a lot of money but there remained a large amount to be paid off by the ratepayers over the years. The
Leeds City accounts show that even in the 1950s there was a small debt associated with the purchase of the Roundhay Park Estate.
For more information about the sale of surplus land in the Roundhay Park Estate, see the Oakwood and District Historical Society
Webpage http://www.oakwoodchurch.info/odhs.html where the articles in all 15 volumes of the Society’s “Oak Leaves” booklets
can be found as pdf files which can be opened to read. In Oak Leaves Book 12 there is my essay “Sale of Surplus Land from the
Roundhay Park Estate. Pursuit of ‘a Park for Nothing’.”
Neville Hurworth

The Magic Lantern Festival seems a long time ago now, but its legacy lives on.
Judging by the traffic and the parking mayhem at the time, it was extremely
popular. Hopefully it brought in “loadsamoney” for our cash strapped council.
At the end, when everything was packed up, and the fun was over, parts of
our park looked in a very sorry state. Luckily Mother Nature can be a forgiving
parent. The crocuses bloomed in profusion through February and March, and
the food court area now looks lovely and green from top of the bus.
On closer inspection, however, there were plenty of problems. At the edges of
all the official festival paths, where both little feet and big feet strayed from
the track laid down, the ground had become heavily compacted and muddy.
This was especially bad in the Friends Garden at the far end of Canal Gardens.
The FoRP volunteers who tend this garden worked flat out in many sessions
after the festival, to try and restore the beauty of the garden. Progress has
been made, but as you gardeners will know, flower gardens do not like being
walked on by thousands of feet for a period of a 6 weeks, especially in the
middle of winter.
We hope the all trampled edges of the festival paths will have recovered by
Easter and our park is ready to welcome visitors in its usual splendour.
If you want to join in the working party’s exciting adventures, e-mail Tom
Cooper at (tomandcath@ntlworld.com) and he will add you to the working
party list. They meet 2nd Sat & 4th Thurs of each month, usually assembling at
the Carriage House behind the Roundhay Fox at 10.00am and finishing by
1.00pm. The next 3 Saturdays are 8th April, 13th May and 3rd June.
Tom Cooper

At work in Friends Garden
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Our thanks go to Tom Cooper for this report
on the working party activities
Clearing the undergrowth

The weather has been so kind to us this winter that we have not had to curtail a single working party, never mind cancel one. So
what have we been doing?
Firstly, the area beyond the southern end of the tennis courts needed more work. If you remember we cleared out the undergrowth
and cut back sapling to allow more air to circulate and hopefully reduce the moss growth on the courts. While I was swanning
around in warmer climes, Darren and his group of merrymakers tackled the thicker saplings, so that we do not have to keep doing
this work every year. They got more than they bargained for when they cleared the rubbish out of the valley as you can see from
the photographs.
Thanks to Darren Wall for the working party photographs

It’s messy!

Items collected - for Ebay?

I was enjoying myself on holiday so much that I also left Darren to lead the merrymakers onto the island in the Upper Lake to cut
back some more of the rhododendrons. (I think they expected to meet Captain Hook while they were there). There is so much mud
in that section of the lake there could well be a crocodile hiding somewhere. The risks we take to keep the park beautiful! There is
still some work to do, as we have reached the section where the growth is very dense, but we are a persistent lot and we will be
back for one more push after the ducks have finished nesting.

Getting his oar in

It’s easier by rope

Hard at work

You may be wondering if I have done any work at all this winter. Well I did organise clearing the nettles and brambles from the
snowdrop area at the top of the Serpentine Path. The snowdrops put on a wonderful show this year, so much so, that we are planning to plant lots more at the appropriate time. (For more about snowdrops – see Cecily Jarvis’s article)
I am sure you will be pleased to know that we have not forgotten our path clearing. You
can now see the metal edge around the whole of the path round the Upper Lake. No
doubt it will not take long till Mother Nature has hidden it, but let's hope she doesn't
hurry too much. Where the path down from the Mansion car park crosses a bridge, a
very large tree and some large saplings have been cut down and removed. This has
opened up the area to the sun, and Mother Nature (yes her again) abhors an empty
space. She seems to have given a long term lease to wild garlic. However, we have other ideas! We removed the thin saplings growing there and we will attack the garlic in
due course. Our plan is to plant primroses and ferns, so watch this space.
Tom Cooper
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Thanks again to Dave Johnston for his eagle-eyed spotting and great photos
of unusual birds in the park. Also to Neville Hurworth for one of the photos.
Dave writes:
Good numbers of common regular winter visiting birds, such as Redwing and
Fieldfare, were seen in the Park from mid October, and there were a few still
present in early March. Keen observers may have noticed two unfamiliar
birds on Waterloo Lake over the winter.
A male Greater Scaup was present from January 13th for two weeks or so. It
looks a bit like a male Tufted Duck, but the pale back makes it stand out.
Greater Scaup are usually found in Alaska and northern Canada. The Roundhay bird is likely to have come from Iceland, Scandinavia or the Baltic
Sea area. Most of these birds stay around Scotland in winter, feeding on
waste grain from distilleries. Since there are no distilleries near Waterloo
Lake, the Roundhay Scaup dived for snails, insect larvae, crustaceans and
plant material. Recently some Greater Scaup have remained in the United Kingdom and not returned to their normal summer breeding
grounds. This makes the Greater Scaup one of the rarest breeding ducks
in the UK, with between one and five pairs breeding in Scotland each
year.

Greater Scaup

The poles which span the northern end of Waterloo Lake are a good
place to see the well-known Great Cormorants perching and drying out
Greater Scaup (left) with male Tufted Duck (right)
their wings after they have dived in search of fish. One of the Cormorants this year has a distinctive white head. This is a subspecies of the
common Great Cormorant, called Sinensis. It originally comes from northern
Europe, north China and Pacific Russia. The first birds arrived in the United
Kingdom in the mid-1980s, and began breeding at Abberton in Essex. They
may have come from Holland or Denmark. They have since spread north.
The Sinensis Cormorant at Roundhay probably originates from the RSPB reserve at Fairburn Ings, or the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve at Wheldrake
Ings. Both of these are inland reserves. Both the commoner Great Cormorant and the Sinensis have successfully moved inland from their original marine coastal habitats.
Dave Johnston
(The editors are grateful to Dave for
solving the mystery of the pale cormorant. We featured a photo of this one
(or one very similar) in a previous
newsletter, pointing out there was
something odd about it).
Cormorants, including subspecies Sinensis
Cormorants spread their wings on the
poles by the Lakeside Cafe. Thanks to
Neville Hurworth for this photo.

(Galanthus nivalis)
2017 was a great year for snowdrops in the park.
FoRP deserves a share of the credit for this. Thanks to
Cecily Jarvis for this article about this charming little
flower which brings hope of Spring every year.

In spring 2016 the FoRP working party volunteers planted newly purchased snowdrops
“in the green” at the edge of the woodland above the Serpentine Path. There were already snowdrops growing here and where the clumps were big enough, these were split
and re-planted to increase numbers.
So, it was a surprise to find, whilst idly browsing the internet, that our common snowdrop, Galanthus nivalis is on the IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature) “Red List” of endangered species in the wild. In fact, “our” common snowdrop is
not a native at all but having been introduced, has happily naturalised in deciduous
woodland, some conifer forests, undisturbed pasture and riverside locations. Its native
range covers much of Europe from Belarus in the north to Greece in the south and from
France in the west to Ukraine in the east.
International trade in bulbs collected from the wild has threatened this species in some
countries and Ukraine’s Red Data Book lists it as under threat of extinction in parts of the
Carpathian Mountains. CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora) monitors international trade and since 1990 Galanthus nivalis
has been listed in its Appendix II “species not yet threatened with extinction but may become so if unregulated trade continues”.
Swedish botanist Carl Linnaeus first described the snowdrop in 1753. He gave it the
name Galanthus meaning “with milk-white flowers” and nivalis meaning “snowy”. Not
much doubt then, that this plant has white flowers! Not just a pretty flower, the snowdrop has some surprising properties. The bulbs are poisonous to humans if consumed
but certain of its chemicals are being researched for the treatment of HIV and in some
countries, these are also licensed for treatment of Alzheimer’s disease. Other chemical
properties make a very effective insecticide and researchers in GM are looking to incorporate relevant genes into some food crops such as tomatoes, potatoes, rice and wheat
so that they come ready to ward off pests.
Our patch of snowdrops in the park still has a way to go to reach its full potential but be
assured that the plants we bought would have been propagated by the horticultural
trade from existing stocks by way of cloning or even growing from seed without any
threat to wild populations. It is even possible that they are horticultural hybrids, closely
related to but not truly the wild form.

Sources:
www.iucnredlist.org

{27th February 2017}

www.cites.org

{27th February 2017}

www.kew.org/science-conservation/plants

{27th February 2017}

Cecily Jarvis
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FoRP’s encounter with Go Ape provided opportunities for us to learn more about woodland. The editors are grateful to John Ferguson for this item.

As part of the effort to protect Ram Wood from the Go Ape development,
Martin Kelly contacted the Woodland Trust enquiring if there was some way
of preventing such a development. They suggested that we should investigate the possibility that Ram Wood was Ancient Woodland, which is an area
that has been continuously wooded since 1600. As the Park was part of
Ilbert de Lacy’s Round Hey deer park in the 11th century, and has never been
built on, this seemed a strong possibility.
Interestingly, the Woodland Trust map showing areas of Ancient Woodland
identifies Gipton Woods on Roundhay Road and part of Gledhow Valley
Woods as ancient, but nowhere in Roundhay Park. However we do have
three ancient or veteran trees. One on Soldiers Field near the end of North
Park Avenue (shown in the photograph) and two close to the bottom of the
ravine on the west bank of Waterloo Lake.
Designation of Ancient Woodland requires a search of historical documents
and maps and Helen Hodgart (who has previously given a couple of FoRP
lectures on historical aspects of the park) kindly agreed to undertake this.
We also need to arrange for a professional ecological survey, looking especially for certain species of plants that are slow to colonise new areas and
are shade tolerant, such as wood anemones, bluebells and pendulous
sedge.
Obviously there is now no urgency given that Go Ape has gone, but apart
from the fact that designation would give increased protection against future developments, it will be interesting to add to the known history of the
park.
While the work towards a designation of Ancient Woodland largely requires
certain expertise, all members can contribute by identifying individual veteran trees.

Photo: John Ferguson

How do you recognise an ancient tree?
– you Hug it!
The Hug method of measuring trees is based on
the finger tip to finger tip measurement of an
adult, which is about 1.5m. so you can measure
the circumference of a tree without a tape measure. Listed below are some possible Hugs for various potentially ancient trees. If you find any you
can report them to the FoRP committee or directly to the Woodland Trust at www.ancient-treehunt.org.uk/project/hunt where more detailed
information is also available to help with identification.
Hug sizes for potentially ancient trees
Oak
3 adult hugs
Beech
2 adult hugs
Scots Pine
1 adult hug
Rowan
1 adult hug
Birch
1 wrist hug
Hawthorn
1 elbow hug
Cedar of Lebanon 4 adult hugs
Field Maple
1 adult hug
Sweet Chestnut 4 adult hugs
Ash
2 adult hugs
John Ferguson

Address labels

Notices
A New Secretary for FoRP
In the last newsletter we announced that David Binns would be stepping
down this year from the role of Secretary to the Friends of Roundhay Park
after 13 years of excellent service. We are delighted to announce that Carol
Haughton will be taking over from David after the next AGM. We owe a
huge thank you to David for all his hard work over so many years, and also to
Carol for stepping in. We wish her all the best in this vital work for FoRP,
and know that members will offer her all their support.
Future meetings
Trustees and Committee meeting – Wednesday 12th April 2017 at 7pm in the
Education Room, the Mansion, Roundhay Park.
Open Meeting (AGM) – Wednesday 14th June 2017 at 7pm in the Education
Room, the Mansion, Roundhay Park.
Events:
Leeds Parks - Past, Present and Future - a free exhibition (see advert )
Dragon Boat Race and Family Fun Day - Sunday 21st May in aid of Martin
House Hospice
GO Tri Triathlon - Saturday 10th June. A chance to take part in a ‘fun’ triathlon event over ‘manageable’ distances. Part of the build up to ……….
World Series Triathlon - Sunday 11th June. The park is hosting sprint and
standard distance events with elite athletes taking part.

A Special SOS Message - To a Mum:
If anyone reading this has a son/daughter called Alex who is with “1927” please contact David
Binns on 0113 293 2893
FoRP has received what appears to be a very important note to Alex written on an old FoRP
note-card which appears to have become separated from its envelope and has no address. Royal Mail used their initiative and delivered it to us. Does this belong to you?
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