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Any offers out there?
For the past three years Pete
and I been joint editors of your
newsletter, taking up the reins
from the late, greatly missed
Alan Jackson. We really
appreciate all the contributions
we have had from FoRP
members, and some of you have
become regular contributors.
Without your help, the quality of
the newsletter would be much
reduced.
We would like you to know that
we try to draw on all the items
sent to us in some way.
Sometimes however we hold
onto some items and use them
for other editions. So if you send
us something and don’t find it in
the latest newsletter, it has not
been forgotten and is likely to
be included at a later date.
Please do keep your
contributions coming. We could
not produce the newsletter
without you. We also try to use
the photographs you send us as
well as Facebook photos. Some
of the Facebook photos are from
contributors who are not
members of FoRP. In these
cases we contact the owners of
the photos taking care to
respect copyright.
If you are a keen photographer
or indeed have photos of the
park from earlier days please
send them to us by email
(editor@forp.org). We can also
scan your photos, if you cannot
send them by email.
Whatever, keep your articles
and photos coming!
Carol Stagg

End of an Era.....and New Beginnings

CHAIRPERSON’S LETTER March 2016
I can't quite believe that it's 6 years since I wrote my first introductory
piece for the FoRP newsletter - and here I am writing my last! The time
has flown and I've enjoyed every minute.
Being a naturally inquisitive (yes, some would even say nosey) person,
the role of chairperson has been ideal for me because it's meant that
I've been one of the first to find out about future plans for all aspects
relating to the park and been involved in early stage discussions and
decision making. It has also given me the perfect excuse to ask
(sometimes awkward) questions. I'm certainly going to miss not being
at the forefront of things any more. Making decisions, planning and
making sure plans are implemented are other key aspects of the role
of chairperson. Sometimes this involves nagging people and being on
their case to make sure they've done what they've said they would do.
I know that some people hate doing this but I rather enjoy it and it's
going to be strange no longer having an excuse to badger people when
I think they need it.
I'm very proud of all the things FoRP has achieved over the last 6 years.
Our action plan is well established and sets out our goals and how we
will achieve them. We've got an excellent relationship with park
management, our local councillors and other local community groups.
We've got a wonderful new (well it's not so new now) playground by
the tramway car park, lovely new tennis courts, a tree trail and
supporting booklet and book, an ever growing membership, a
successful litter picking team, great working parties, and money in the
bank – thanks to our talks series and the sale of calendars, cards etc.
And we've got lots of new projects currently being worked on (e.g.
Mary's tree to name only one). We've also got a very strong team of
people willing to do “hands on” work and an amazing pool of talent
within our membership that we can draw on.
Overall though, the best thing for me about being chairperson of FoRP
is all the great people I've met and worked with and am now able to
call my friends. Thank you for allowing me to be your chairperson for
the last 6 years. It has been a great privilege.
Wishing you a very happy Easter and good wishes for the future.
Julia Wilson
Chairperson (until June)
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Ancient birds on Waterloo Lake

“What on earth makes that noise?” A question
asked by an angler, fishing opposite the island at
the north end of Waterloo Lake in early March this
year. A high pitched whinnying trill came from the
edge of the island. A few seconds later a small
brown duck-like bird swam from beneath
overhanging branches into open water. It was a
Little Grebe. There have been four of these around
the island all winter, and about nine Great Crested
Grebes on the open water of the lake.
Grebes are
an ancient
group of
birds which
evolved in
the
Cretaceous
period, when
dinosaurs still
existed.
There are 22
species of
Little Grebe
Grebe
worldwide.
The Little and Great Crested Grebe are the two
most commonly found in the UK. However, the
Great Crested Grebe almost became extinct in 1860,
when there were only 50 pairs left. Their feathers
fetched a high price in the fashion trade of those
days, and they were almost wiped out due to the
hat industry. Thankfully they were saved by
Victorian conservation movements, which led to the
foundation of the RSPB in 1904.
Today there are about 4600 pairs of Great Crested
Grebe in the UK. They measure 46-51 cm long, with
an 88 cm wingspan, and weigh up to 1.5 kg. They
are diving birds, feeding mainly on fish such as
roach, minnows, sticklebacks and rudd. They dive
to a depth of 1 metre or so, and chase their prey
for up to 30 seconds, often resurfacing many
metres away from their initial dive. They prefer to
be in open water, which means their courtship
display can be easily seen. This takes place usually
in March and April, and consists of synchronised
swimming / diving, displaying their crests and
presenting each other with beaks full of weed. They
make a large floating nest of reeds, twigs etc., and
lay up to nine eggs. Only 4 or 5 of these will hatch,

and this is the usual number of young seen with the
parent birds. They often ride on their parents’
backs.

Great Crested Grebe with young

There are around 5300 pairs of Little Grebe in the
UK, but they are much more secretive than their
larger relatives, preferring reedbeds or overhanging
vegetation, so are less frequently seen. They
measure 27cm long with a wingspan of 42 cm, and
weigh 140g. They dive to about 1 metre, feeding
mainly on insects, snails and tadpoles; but they will
also take minnows and sticklebacks. Little Grebe
courtship consists of the characteristic high pitched
whinnying, and a lot of chasing, sometimes
involving several birds. Unlike the Great Crested
Grebe, their nest is usually hidden in vegetation. 4
to 7 eggs are laid, of which 4 may hatch. The young
of Little Grebes also ride on their parents’ backs.
Adults may have 2 to 3 broods per year.
So keep an eye out for these two ancient birds the
next time you go to the Park.
Dave Johnston

Great Crested Grebe
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Features of Roundhay Park –
past and present
The editors owe much to FoRP members who share
information and documents about the park. Our
thanks go to Peter Dyson who has sent us a range
of items we could draw on in this and future
newsletters. These included a copy of the 1993
issue 12 of ‘The Yorkshire Chronicle’ – a free
newspaper providing ‘a nostalgic look at Yorkshire’s
yesteryears’. This contained a feature on Roundhay
Park including reference to Barran’s Fountain.

And...on the subject of John Barran....a
correction to our last newsletter
In our last issue, we repeated the widely held
misconception that
Our eagleeyed historian, Neville Hurworth has pointed out
that in fact, John Barran (as Mayor of Leeds) and
three others (Alderman George and Councillors
Wray and Iredale) bought lots 19 and 20 (covering
the Roundhay Park area) in the auctioning of a
large part of the Nicholson estates. (The Leeds
Corporation did not have sufficient funding available
itself to make this purchase). The Mayor and his
supporters’ intention was to secure the park area in
order that the Leeds Corporation could later
purchase it and establish it as a public park,
although this meant taking the case all the way to
the House of Lords. In 1872, the Leeds
Improvement Act was passed, giving Leeds
Corporation the right to borrow sufficient funds to
purchase Roundhay Park. In this way, the park was
secured for us and all others to enjoy, as John
Barran intended. But this was not achieved without
a mighty struggle. There were powerful voices
raised in opposition during the process (the wrong
park, in the wrong place etc), but the determination
of John Barran and his supporters eventually
won the day. Readers can find a blow
by blow (almost literally, at times!)
account of these events in Neville
Hurworth’s publication
(available at
www.oakwoodchurch.info/odhs)
(The area of lots 19 and 20 are shown on
the Hepper and Sons sale map referred to in
Malcolm Jarvis’s article on page 5 of this
newsletter.)

Vanished into the Past
Among the items kindly sent to us by Peter Dyson was this lovely postcard picture of ‘The Hermitage’
which once stood in Roundhay Park. According to the Leodis archive the Hermitage was a
built by Thomas Nicholson. No trace of it remains today, and the
editors do not know where it stood. Perhaps some of our readers could enlighten us?
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Whilst a copy of the catalogue is held by Leeds
Library, a copy of the accompanying map has not
been readily available. However, a chance
encounter with FoRP member, Stephen Halliday, at
one of the Friends' lectures, created the possibility
of us having access to the original document.

Roundhay Park -The Sale Particulars of 1871
In his book "An Illustrated History of Roundhay
Park", the author, Steven Burt describes how the
land containing the Park came to be purchased by
John Barran in 1871, the Mayor of Leeds, for the
use and benefit of the citizens of the city. To
arrange the sale, the owner had instructed Messrs
Hepper and Sons, Auctioneers, and Jonathon
Eddison, Land Agent and Surveyor, to prepare
catalogues and related plans and maps to illustrate
the estate.
In the 1871 catalogue, Hepper described Roundhay
thus:

Stephen is a Director of the property specialists
Adair Paxton Limited of Leeds. The business was
formed by the merger of Adair Davy and Paxtons,
who were two of the oldest firms of Chartered
Surveyors in Leeds. As a result of the merger Adair
Davy moved offices and during this process the
original 1871 auction particulars for Roundhay
Park, which included the map, were discovered.
The map had suffered some damage owing to
having been folded; there were also a number of
sellotape repairs where the material had become
ripped. Thankfully, the use of modern digital
technology has effected a substantial "repair" and
has brought the map back to life as a digital image.
On behalf of Adair Paxton, Stephen has kindly
offered the use of the map, either for display or
copied for sale, to the Friends of Roundhay Park.
The Friends are delighted to be able to showcase
this fascinating document both to view and
purchase online at http://forp.org/
Malcolm Jarvis
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A Special Visitor to the Park.

The last Nicholson squire to live in
the Mansion at Roundhay Park was
William
Nicholson
Nicholson
(WNN) about whom I have written
in recent FoRP Newsletters. One
of his sons, Rhodes, an evangelist,
went to New Zealand, married a
Maori chieftain’s daughter in 1852
and they quickly had two children.
Now, WNN and his uncles had
come from lowly beginnings and

Martha - wife of WNN

worked hard to establish the family
as wealthy landowners. WNN’s
grandfather had been the
gamekeeper at Temple Newsam
for many years but by this time,
WNN was not only landed gentry,
he had gone further than his
uncles. He was a Cambridge
graduate and had entered into
public life where he was a
significant figure, a Deputy

Lieutenant for Yorkshire and a
magistrate, on intimate terms
socially with important people in
the County. A Maori daughter-inlaw and Maori grandchildren did
not fit comfortably into his way of
life. His response was to disinherit
Rhodes and his children.
Rhodes returned to England. In
1859 he was ordained by the
Bishop of Ripon and the following

and more Maori Nicholson children
were being born. In fact
eventually, there were another
three.
It seems that all this was too much
for Rhodes and he disappeared.
His Maori family believed he had
died on the voyage back to New
Zealand. In fact, it is now known
he assumed a new identity and
lived out a completely different life

William Nicholson Nicholson

year he officiated at the marriage
of his sister Emily in St John’s
Church, Roundhay. If Rhodes
came back hoping to change his
father’s mind, to regain his
inheritance, he failed to do so.
Worse still, the news came through
to the new Reverend Rhodes
Nicholson that his brother, Albert
Henry, was living with his
(Rhodes’) Maori wife, Whawha,

in the USA. By all accounts, it
seems he wanted nothing more to
do with his Nicholson family.
Unlike Rhodes, Albert Henry
Nicholson was not disinherited by
his father, but just as Rhodes had
done, Albert deserted his Maori
family. He returned to England
after his father’s death, married
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well and had a daughter who remained a spinster.
There is much more to this chapter in the Nicholson
story but I must now come to the recent past.
Towards the end of last year, I met Mrs Rachael
Selby from New Zealand who is a direct descendant
of Albert Henry Nicholson through his daughter Ema
who had fourteen children born between 1875 and
1898. Ten of Ema’s children also had issue, so much
so that Rachael’s mother could list 93 of her first
cousins. Rachael estimates there must be more than
five thousand descendants of Ema and therefore of
WNN.
Rachael Selby

While Rachael was over in England with her son and
his wife, she came to Roundhay to see where her
Nicholson forbears lived and we have been able to great gift, - they value education. Rhodes, Albert
exchange notes and hopefully we can find out more Henry and their father William Nicholson Nicholson,
of this part of the Nicholson story.
all of them, were graduates of Oxford or Cambridge.
Dozens of their Maori descendants are also university
It seems unlikely that the Maori Nicholsons were left graduates.
much in the way of a material inheritance from the
Nicholsons in England. Rachael is aware of certain I was able to give Rachael newspaper accounts
household artefacts that were probably a residue of showing her that Albert Henry Nicholson was a
Albert Henry Nicholson’s time with her family. Of great brilliant scholar especially in Mathematics, Latin and
interest to me are two pictures believed to be of WNN Greek. Rachael herself has recently retired as a
and his wife Martha. The latter seems to be a great University lecturer and she is still a JP as was William
find. So far as I know, until now, no pictures of Martha Nicholson Nicholson all those years ago. In a recent
have come to the attention of those of us in the UK email, Rachael tells me that she was in a meeting
who are interested in this family.
where there were nineteen people, six of whom were
At one point, Rachael said to me, ‘I suppose I’m from
the illegitimate Nicholson line’, ….. and went on to
tell me more. When the Europeans came to New
Zealand in great numbers they brought with them
germs and diseases to which the indigenous Maori
population had little resistance. The Maori population
declined alarmingly and the tribes were in danger of
becoming extinct. The defence against this, was
simple and effective. All Maori women of childbearing
age were encouraged to have lots of children. If need
be, more than one father was acceptable. So when
Rhodes left Whawha, her union with Albert Henry was
not a problem to her Maori tribe in the absence of her
husband.

descendants of Ema. Of these six, one was a PhD,
three others had Master’s degrees and the remaining
two had undergraduate qualifications.
WNN may have been embarrassed by his Maori
family, but ironically, his line lives on in great numbers
through them. They must be by far the most
numerous of his blood descendants alive today.

Although the Nicholsons were miserly in their material
legacy to their Maori family, they left them with a
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The Columbia
Threadneedle World
Triathlon is coming
to Roundhay Park
On Sunday 12 June 2016, Leeds
will host a stage of the
prestigious International
Triathlon Union’s (ITU) World
Triathlon Series. This is a real
coup for Leeds, as it is the only
one of the nine stages of this
global event to be held in the UK.
The triathlon consists of a 1.5km
open water swim, followed by a
40km bike ride, and a 10km run.
With top triathletes competing
from across the world, including
our own current Olympic
champion Alistair Brownlee and

his brother Jonathan, this will be
a wonderful occasion for Leeds
and for Roundhay Park as the
swim will take place in our own
Waterloo Lake. The bike ride
ends in Leeds City centre, where
the 10km run will
also take place,
finishing in
Millennium
Square.

With all the visitors and TV
coverage, this is a wonderful
opportunity to showcase our
beautiful park. Let’s hope the
sun shines on us all!

Leeds is planning
a host of events
over the
weekend of 11th
and 12th June to
celebrate this
occasion, and
Roundhay Park
will be a focal
point for many of
these activities.

A Tree Sculpture for
the Park
tary) has had a number of discussions
with Shane Green, a ‘chain-saw sculptor’ and teacher at Prince Henry’s
Grammar School in Otley. Shane is
an exceptionally talented and creative
artist who has done other similar
works previously, and he has lots of
preliminary ideas for our tree sculpture. For the park management, John
Roebuck has been totally supportive,
and has had favourable comments
from his own side. We have agreed a
start date with Shane on 2 April, and
the work is expected to be completed
by 31 May 2016. We have even identified the specific tree which has been
selected (see picture).

FoRP owes a deep debt of gratitude
to the late Mary Hill who lived in Park
Crescent, loved Roundhay Park, and
was a member of FoRP for many
years. With great generosity, Mary
left £5000 to FoRP as a bequest from
her estate. For some time the FoRP
Committee has been discussing how
best to use these funds. It was
agreed that it would be most fitting
to ensure the money was spent on a
specific project that would have a
visible and lasting profile in the park,
serving as a tribute to Mary, rather
than use it to support ongoing FoRP
activities, worthy as these may be.
After much reflection, a suitable
project has now been identified. The
funds will be used to create a ‘tree
sculpture’ in Dingle Dell – the wooded
area alongside Canal Gardens.
All the necessary pieces are coming
into place. David Binns (FoRP Secre-

The tree sculpture is a really exciting
project, which will fit beautifully into
the environment, and provide a feature of which FoRP can feel proud.
An example of Shane Green’s work
'Triathlete' celebrating the 2012 Olympics success of Alistair and Johnny
Brownlee

To see other examples of Shane
Green’s work visit
www.yorkshirecarver.blogspot.com
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On the Tree Trail – the circle of life

new tree. The wind blew and the rain rained yet
again, but we got it planted and firmly supported.
It now stands just a few feet from its predecessor
and though it is so early in the year as I write, there
is just a hint of new leaf.

Come in No. 9 – Your time is up!
Tree No. 9 on Part One of the Roundhay Park
TreeTrail – a Southern Beech (probably
) – regrettably met its end in January 2015.
A gale force wind felled the tree which as it turned
out, had rotted away at its base and must have
been unstable. In fact, the photograph in the
TreeTrail booklet shows how this tree was leaning
although the “lean” tends to be a feature of mature
trees in this family.
So it was FoRP to the rescue and with the help of
John Roebuck, Estate Manager, a replacement tree
was purchased. You see how well your
membership monies are used!
After a couple of false starts due to exceptionally
wet weather, a group of hardy members turned out
on the Tuesday before Christmas 2015 to plant the

For those of you who like the detail, the new tree is
– another of the Southern
a
Beeches, native to Chile and Argentina. It is
estimated there are around 40 members of the
family
. Although naturally confined to
the southern hemisphere they have a long history.
200m years ago the Antarctic was covered in rich
vegetation and was part of the super-continent,
Gondwana. Fossil evidence from Antarctica shows
family dating back to
members of the
the Eocene (56-34m years ago).
Cecily Jarvis
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A New Primary School for the Roundhay Park area?
Government policy is encouraging the development
of ‘Free Schools”. Free Schools are new
independent state schools. Charities, groups of
teachers, existing schools and parents can set up
these new schools if they can prove that they are
needed and wanted by a local community The
residential area on the north west side of Roundhay
Park is affected by a severe shortage of local
primary school places, projected to continue into
the future. A group of parents have come together
to apply to the Department for Education to set up
a school (Roundhay Park Primary School) in this
area in order to alleviate this shortage of places.
Their application has received initial approval to
proceed with detailed planning.
On Wednesday 3 February, some members of the
FoRP committee met leading representatives (Lucy
Clement and Mark Rowlinson) from the group
setting up the school to share information. More
recently, Mark has answered some questions
posed by the editors.

Our group was formed on the back of so many
families not getting any local school places last
year. The Facebook group has since taken on a life
of its own with around 300 members. Many of
these have helped in getting us to where we are.
However, there were 4 core members of the bid
team and there are currently 8 Trustees whose job
it is to navigate us through pre-opening. The
support we have received from the community has
been fantastic!

Put simply, there are more children than there are
school places and the projected figures show this is
expected to continue. However, even if this weren’t
the case, this is an area of Roundhay that seems to
have almost always been disadvantaged when it
comes to school places. We want to put this right
and address the real need for places at the same
time.

We had a really tough year last year putting the bid
together, effectively pitching both the need and our
ability to open a school successfully to the
Department for Education. We got through that test
and have been approved to move forward. We can
now start to bring our plans to life and are looking
to open the fantastic school we have planned in
September 2017.

The location of the school will be decided in
partnership with the Education Funding Authority.
Whilst we have some clear ideas in mind, at this
stage we can’t give further details on the location
other than to say that, wherever it is, it must
address the need for places. We also want to be as
close as possible to the park to make use of the
fantastic outdoor space as part of our curriculum.
We will do our best to consult as much as possible
with the community. As part of the process to open
the school there is also a statutory consultation
process where any concerns can be raised.

We very much hope to have a very close
relationship. We see the school as a community
project and Roundhay Park is a huge part of the
community. We would love to see our pupils
engaged with numerous projects within the park
and recognise the importance of getting involved.
We hope many of our pupils will become the next
generation of Friends of Roundhay Park! The park is
also such a wonderful space full of opportunity for
outdoor learning. We hope to make use of it as
much as possible.

We have a lot of hard work ahead. We have around
18 months before we hope to open our doors and
provide much needed school places. We are
confident we can achieve this and will do our best
to get the absolute best deal we can for the
community. Unfortunately, at this stage it is very
difficult to confirm when the location is likely to be
known as it depends on so many different things.
However, we will confirm the location as soon as
we possibly can!
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A Spring Party in the Park

FoRP working parties have noticed for some time that the path between
the upper lake and the Fernery was difficult to negotiate because of
the mud. We decided to see if we could do something about it. We
cleared the mud that had built up and dug a small trench by the path to
channel the water into the lake. Roundhay Runners spent a warm-up
session digging a channel along the wall to improve the drainage of the
path still further. It has made a big difference. After success with this
limited length of path we decided that we were ready to take on the
much bigger task of the path through the woods in the direction of the
Sham Castle. Some of you may have seen us hard at work.
Identifying the worst areas after heavy rain but doing the work on drier
days made the job easier, and meant that we did not get too muddy
ourselves. The work is not yet fully finished, but it has made a big
difference to the completed section. Walkers no longer have to pick
their way along the path in single file, but can stroll along without
constantly looking at their feet. Jobs like this give a great sense of
achievement, as we can see immediate results.
In the last newsletter I mentioned a mystery bulb that we planted by
the entrance to the tennis courts. It could remain a mystery as none of
the bulbs have appeared! However I'll put you out of your misery; they
were snowdrops which are renowned for being unreliable when planted
dry in the autumn.
However FoRP working parties are not easily deterred, especially by
little bulbs. We planted some more snowdrops again in February, this
time in the green which gives them a greater chance of flowering next
year. We also used a different location at the top of the zig-zag path by
the upper lake, where snowdrops are already growing. We have filled in
the empty spots and enlarged the space.

The Problem

The Cure

Job done

Landing on the island

The most exciting task of the spring was an extra session, organised by
John Roebuck, one of the park managers. FoRP just provided the
labour. We were ferried across to the island at the end of the upper lake
by boat, fought our way onto the island and pruned back the laurel.
The plan is to make the island look like an island once again. We can
only devote one working session to this task at the moment as the
water birds will soon be nesting. The adventure continues later in the
year.

At work on the island

If you would like to join in one of our exciting tasks, e-mail me
(tomandcath@ntlworld.com), and I will add you to the working party
e-mail list. I e-mail everyone on the list before each session to tell them
what's planned so you can then decide if you would like to join in. (We
meet 2nd Sat & 4th Thurs of each month. Usually we assemble at the
Carriage House behind the Roundhay Fox at 10.00am ).

Project Snowdrop - the end result
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Waterloo Lakeside Path
At the last FoRP trustees and committee meeting held on 20 January 2016, Shaun Gregory provided a report on behalf of the park management. The council and park management are proposing to put in four
sumps to drain off spring water from the most problematic points along the path. The effectiveness of
these sumps would be monitored over a number of months.
The state of the path was featured in our last newsletter (December 2015), and feedback was invited on
possible action by FoRP, including fund-raising to help address the problem. No feedback was received.
The path will be discussed again at the next trustees and committee meeting.

THANK YOU to our Roundhay Runners for pitching in and helping our working parties to keep our park
looking great.
Trustees and Committee Meeting
The next trustees and committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 13 April at 7pm in the Education
Centre, the Mansion, Roundhay Park.
Annual General Meeting
The Friends of Roundhay Park Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 8 June 2016 at 7pm
in the Education Centre, the Mansion, Roundhay Park.
All members are welcome – come and have your say!

Space needed
for Address
labels

12

